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AN EXTRACT 
FROM THE REV. MR. FLETCHER'sS 
Polemical Essay. 
i 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 
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The Rev. Mr. FLETCHER's 


POLEMICAL 


ESSA YT: 


containing his 
DEFINITION OF PERFECTION, 
and 
HIS ADDRESSE}S 
- 10 
urnner mm BELIEVERS, 
— — 
To which is added, 
ON THE SAME SUBJECT, 


THE COPY OF 4 LETTER, 
BY THOMAS RUTHERFORD. 


CHRISTIAN PERF] ECTION. 1 


Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven 1 18 perfect. JESUS CHRIST, 


Mark the perfect man.-----DAviD. 
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Blackburn: 

PRINTED BY HEMINGWAY & NUTTALL. 
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PREFACE. 


CHRISTIAN Prfeftion, according to the 
account which both Mr, Weſley and Mr. Fletcher 
have given of it, and conſequently in the ſenſe in 
Thich the Methodiſts believe and teach it, is only 
another name fur that holineſs, without which no 


man ſhall ſee the Lord. Hence, every unfre- Wil 
judiced henſon muſt allow, that it is of the decieſt 1; 9 
imhortauce to chriſtian believers, all of whom are Wl 
called to go on to perfection, and to preſs Wil 


towards this mark for the prize of their hig 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. ff 
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But in order that they may do fo, it is highty 
neceſſary, 1. That Chriftian Perfection be ſet be- | 
fore them in a clear, diſtinct, and [crifitural point 
of view. 2. That the way and manner in which 
they are to go on, and fire/s towards THIS mark 
of their high calling, Jo as actually to attain it, 
be filainly marked out to them. 3. That ſome 
ſuilable directions be given to ſuch as have attained 
it, to afift them to ſtand faſt in the glorious 
| — liberty 
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liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made them | 
free, to walk ſo as to pleaſe God, and te let 
no man take their crown. Now all the/e are 
done in the following tract, by one whoſe fraiſe, as 
2 Writer, as a Minifter of 7eſus Chriſt, and as 
a Chriſtian, is in all the Churches; and who was 


himſelf a ſhining example of Chriſtian Perfection. 


JF 1 once heard him ſay, in a meeting of reli- 
 gious friends, It ſeems to me but a ſmall thing to 
x « be ſaved fiom all ſm; I want to be filled with 
| & all the fulneſs of God.” At the ſame time, 
| he expreſſed an earneſt deſire that all who were 
. like-minded fiould wreffle with God in ſrayer for 
the Fulneſs of the Spirit, as the hundred and twenty 

diſcihles did before the day of Pentecoft. He then 


/// 


gave out the following lines with fame that pres 

| cede them, | 

4 « Come, Holy Ghoſt, for thee I call, 

% Spirit of burning come. 

N « Refining fire go thro' my heart, 11 

4 “ Illuminate my foul, 7 

1 * Scatter thy life thro? every part, #77 

; « And ſanctify the whole.“ 2 
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c hreach, I will greach on the ſiromiſe of the 
& Spzrit.”” Which he did a night or two after, 
w:th great enlargement, from Fohn vii. 37—39. 
In the laſt day, that great day of the feaſt, 
Jeſus ſtood and cried, ſaying, If any man 
thirſt, let him come unto me, and drink, 
He that believeth on me, as the ſcripture 
hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of 
living water : But this ſpoke he of the ſpirit, 
which they that believe on him fhould re- 
ceive. And if I miſtake not, the Sunday night 


following, he preached from theſe words, The 


kingdom of heaven ſuffereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force, Mattl xi. 12. 
Had his word was with ſuch demonſtration of the 
Shirit and fower, that I felt as if the kingdom 
of heaven would burſt uſion us while he was 
preaching: And all within me cried, Thy kingdom 
come !—Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly ! 


e was the moft devoted, the moſt heavenly, the 
»o/7 Chriſt-like man J ever ſaw. Like a faithful 
mirror, he continually received, and reflected the 
image and glory of his Lord. He breathed ince/= 
Sant hrayer and frraiſe. He conflantly foared 
above, and yet ſat at the feet of every one. By 
FEI | 1 
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tlie indevelling power and fulneſ; of the Holy Ghoſt, 
his foul was hindled into a flame of divine love, 
and did indeed burn with imextinguihable 
blaze” for the glory of God, and the ſalvation of 
his fellow creatures. All filaces, and. all com- 
frony were alike to him. His conſtant care and 
bujmeſs was, to fink and riſe deefrer aud higher 
into God, ard to frrevail with all around him to 
do the fame. And the more intimately any were 
acquainted with him, the more cauſe they ſaw ta 
affirm, that there was none occaſion of ſtum- 


1 bling in him. 1 


N J am dechily ſenſible that his worth does not 
y need my inſignificant teſtimony. But his name 
and his memory to me, are like ointment fioured 
forth. 1 had, for ſeveral years, an uncommon 
þ deſire to fee him, in/omn:h that I often involunta - 
| rily reheated tee words of our Lord to his di- 
cites» With defire I have deſired to eat this 
| paſſover with you.,— With deſire I have de- 
fired to fee Mr. Fletcher. And God fulfilled 

ny defire at a time, and in à way which I had 
uot thought of : For in Auguft 1783, at the earneſt 

requeſt of the Preachers and the Society in Dublin, 

te and Mis. Fletcher viſited that Ciiz, where I 

had 
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lad an eſiſtortunity of being in comhany with him, 
almoſt every day, morning, noon and niglit, and of 
hearing him preach five or fix times a week, for 
near two months ; which (efhecially when I conſider 
what a remarkable bleſſing he was made to me, 
and the dear frechle of that ſociety in general, 
who received him as an angel of God) ] have ever 
viewed as 4 fignal inſtance of the divine conde- 
ſcenſion and goodneſs, to an unworthy creature: 
At the recollection of thoſe days (for they were 
days of the Son of man!) and of what I, and 
many, then heard, and ſaw, and felt, my heart 
overflows with gratitude ta the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift, | 


T have not made this extract with a view to 
frevent any from reading the whole of the Pole- 
mical Eſſay: By no means. I liabe it will have 
the contrary effedt, That excellent Treatiſe is 
equally calculated to inform the Fudgment, and 
influence the Heart. Tiere the Doctrine of CAriſ- 


tian Perfection is exfilained at great length, and 
unanſeuerably defended. But mary of thoſe who 
fee the neceſſity of Chriftian Perfection, and who 
earneftly deſire to enjoy, and walk worthy of it, 
and to hom therefore the two follotuing addreſſes 

| are 
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are fieculiarly needful ; have neither time nor in- 
clination, aud ſome of them but little capacity 
for reading controverſy. Many alſo can but al 
afford half a crown, or three /hillings, Hence, 
my view, in what I have done, is to remove theſe 
ob/tacles, and to ſjiread, as far as prſſible, what, 
by the bleſſing of God, is calculated to be exten« 
froely uſeful, and is fo neceſſary to be well under- 
Hood, and carefully attended io, by all who defire 
zo perfect holineſs in the fear of God. 


In both the addreſſes there are ſeveral quota- 
tions (and ſome of them frretty long) from what 
Mr. Weſley has written on the ſubect. So that 
this ſmall tract contains the ſentiments and in- 
ferudtions of thoſe two eminent Minifters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, concerning this great work of his Sfirit 
in the ſoul. | 


That the Lord may attend it with his bleſſing, 
and make it the means of ſhreading holineſs of 
heart and life, is the earneft firayer of 


T. RUTHERFORD, 


Mancheſter, Jan. 23, 1796. 
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POLEMICAIL ESSAY. 


SECTION I. 
Chriflian Perfection defined, 


\ \ E call Chrifian Perfection the maturity 
of grace and holineſs, which eſtabliſhed, 
adult believers attain to under the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation ; and, by this means, we diſtin- 
guiſh that maturity of grace, both from the 
ripeneſs of grace which belongs to the Fews 
eclo:v us, and from the ripeneſs of glory which 
belongs to departed ſaints above us. By Chriftian 
Perfection, therefore, we mean nothing but 
the cluſter and maturity of graces and gracious 
habits which compoſe the Chriftian character 
in the church militant. 

In other d ords, Chriftian Perfection is a ſpi- 


ritual conſtellation made up of theſe gracious 


ftars, gerfect repentance, pierfeft faith, perfect 
humility, ſierfect meeknejs, herfect Jelf-denial, piers 


Feet reſignation, fierfedt hojie, perfeet charity tor 


dur vi/i2le enemies, as well as for our earthly 
relations — 
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relations — and above all, ferfe# love for our 
inviſible God, through the explicit knowledge 
of our Mediator Jeſus Chriſt. And as this 
laſt ſtar is always accompanied by all the 
others, we frequently uſe, as St. John, the 
phraſe, ferfe? love, inſtead of the word fer- 
Fection; underſtanding by it, the 2 love of 
God, ſhed abroad in the heart of eſtabliſhed 
believers by the Holy Ghoſt, which is abun- 
dantly given them under the fulneſs of the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, 
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SECTION I. 


An Addreſs to imferfect believers, who cordia. 
embrace the doctrine of Chriſtian Perfection 
Jhewing how they may attain the end of their 

faith, and be filled with all the fulneſs of God; 


Y ous regard for ſcripture and reaſon, 
and your deſire to be crucified with Chriſt, 
and conformed to his image, have happily 
kept, or reclaimed you both from phariſaiſm 
and antinomianiſm. In oppoſition to the 
former, ye believe all the woes which the 
Goſpel denounces againſt the proud and the 
{elf-righteous, and all the bleſſings which it 
promiſes to the humble and the contrite 
ones. Ye lee that Chriſt is the door, the 
way, the truth, and the life, and ye expect 


all your ſalvation through him. Hence, hav- 


ing no confidence in the fleſh, ye come to 
him; ye fit at his feet; ye take his eaſy yoke 
upon you, and daily learn of him who is n 
and lowly in leurt: and in oppoſition to the 
latter, ye fee the abſolute neceſſity of per- 
ſonally fulfilling the lau of Chrift : your boloms 


glow with delire to perfect holine/s in * 


( 14 ) 


of Ged: and far from bluſhing to be called 
feerfettionefts, ye openly aſſent, that a perfect 


faith productive of perſect love to God and 


man, is the pearl of great price, for which 
you are determined to ſell all, and which 
(next to Chriſt) you will feek early and late 
as the one thing needſul for your ſpiritual 
and eternal welfare. Some directions there- 
fore, how to ſeek ſo as to find this ineſtimable 
pearl cannot but be acceptable to you, if 
they be ſeriptural and rational; and ſuch, 
I truſt, are thoſe which ſollow: 
1, If ye would attain Chrifien Perfectiem, 
Jet your full aſſent to the truth of that deep 
doctrine firmly ſtand upon the evangelical 
foundation of a greceit and a hromiſe. A di- 
vine r and a divine gromiſe form an un- 
ſhaken foundation for faith. Let therefore 
your faith deliberately reſt upon theſe PRE - 
CEPTS. | 
Hear, O Ifrael, —thou Halt love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy foul, 
and with all thy might, Deut. vi. 8. Thou fhalt 
no! hate thy neighbour in thy heart : thou Halt in 
any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer fin 
won him. Thou halt not avenge, nor bear any 
grudge againft the children of thy fieople but 
thou Mali love thy neighbour as thyſelf : Ĩ am the 
Lord: ye hall tec my flatutes, Lev. xix. 17, 18. 
And now Iſrael, what does the Lord thy God re- 
guire of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to 
walk in his ways, and to love him, and to ** 
{18 


* 


the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all . 


thy foul, to hee: the commandments of the Lord 
thy God, and his ſtatutes, which I command thee 
this day for thy good, Deut. x. 12, 13. 

Should unbelief ſuggeſt, that theſe are 
only eld-teftament injundions, trample upon the 
falſe ſuggeſtion, and let your faith reſt alſo 
upon the following new - teſtament fireceſits: 
Think not that I am come to deſtroy the law, or 
the hrohliets. TI ſay unto you, Love your enemies: 
Bleſs them that curſe you : Do good to them that 
hate you, and gray for them which deſſtitęfully uſe 
you, and / u e you; that ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven : for if ye love 
them which love you, what reward have ye? Do 
not even the frublicans the fame ? Be ye therefore 
Herfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
is fenfect, Matth. v. 17, 44, &c. Bear ye 
one another's burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of 
Chriſt, Gal. vi. 2. This is my commandment, 


that ye love one another as I have loved you, John 


xv. 12. He that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
law : for this, Thou halt not commit adultery, &c. 
Thou Halt not covet, and if there be any other 
commandment, it is briefly comfirehended in this 
Jaying, Thou /halt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
Love worketh no ill to his neighbour : therefore love 
is the fulfilling of the law, Rom. Slit. 8,---10. 
IF ye fulfil the regal lau, thou Halt love thy 
neighbour as thyſelf, ye do well. But, if ye have 
re/hedt of fierſons, ye commit fin, and are convinced 
of the law as tranſgrefſors. Whoſoever Mall * 

| This 
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te whole Jaw (of liberty) and yet offend in one 
fooint, (in uncharitable reſpect of perſons,) he 
is guilty of all, So ſheak ye, and ſo de, as the 
that fhall be judged by the law of liberty, (which 
requires perfect love, and therefore makes 
no allowance for the leaſt degree of uncha- 
ritableneſs,) James ii. 8,---12. 

When you ſtedfaſtly believe theſe evangeli- 
cal precepts and proclamations, leſt you ſhould 
ſtagger for want of a fromiſe every way ade- 

uate to ſuch weighty commandments, ,cor- 
tally embrace, and, without wavering, reſt 
upon the following promiſes, extracted from 
the old teſtament. The Lord thy God will cir- 
eumciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to 
love the Lord thy God with all thine Co and 
wit all thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt live, Deut. 
xxx. 6. Come now, and let us reaſon together, 
faith the Lord: though your fins be as ſcarlet, they 
Hall be white as ſnow : though they be red like 
crimſon, they tall be as wool. Iſa. i. 18. T will 
ive them an heart to know me that I am the Lord, 
and they all be my 4 and I will be their 
God (in a new and peculiar manner :) for 
they hall return unto me with their whole heart, 
This Hall be the covenant that I will make with 
the houſe of Iſrael; Jac thoſe days, ſaith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward farts, 
and write it in their hearts, and will be their 
God, and they Mall be my ſecoſile. Jer. xxiv. 7. 
& xxxi. 33. Then will 1 /frinkle clean water 
ahion you, and je ſhall be clean; from all your file 
| | thineſs, 


1 


Mineſt, and from all your idols will 1 cleanſe you ? 
a new heart alſo will I give you, and a new ſhirit 
will I put within zou: and I will take away the 


heart ftone out of your fle/h, and I will give you 


an heart of fleſh. And I will put my ſhirit within 
you, and cauſe you to walk in my flatutes, and qe 
all fee my judgments and do them, Ezek. 
xxxvi. 25,27. 
And let none ſuppoſe, that the promiſes 
of the circumciſion, the 13 with clean 
water, the clean/ing, the 

and the irit, which are mentioned in theſs 
ſcriptures, and by which the hearts of be- 
Jievers are to be made ew, and God's law 
is to be ſo written therein, that they ſhall 
Lee his judgments and do them ; let none, I ſay, 
ſuppoſe that theſe glorious promiſes belong 
only to the Jews; for their full accompliſh- 
ment peculiarly refers to the Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation. Beſides, if /prinilings of the ſpirit 
were ſufficient, under the Jewiſh diſpenſa- 
tion, to raiſe the plant of Few perfection 
in Zewi/: behevers; how much more will 
the revelation of the horn of our /alvation, and 
the ont-fourings of the ſpirit raiſe the plant of 
Chriftian Perfection in faithful Chriſtian be- 
lievers! And, that this revelation of Chriſt, 
in the ſpirit, as well as in the fleſh, theſe 
effuſions of the water of life, theſe baptiſms 
of fire, which burn up the chaff of fin, 
throughly purge God's ſpiritual floor, ſave 
us from all our uncleanneſles, and deliver us 


eing white as ſnow, 
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from all our enemies; that theſe bleſſings, 
I fay, are peculiarly promiſed to Chriſtians, 
is demonſtrable by the following cloud of 
new teſtament declarations and promiſes. 

Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, for he hath 
raiſed u an horn of ſalvation for us, as he ſhake 

by the mouth of his holy firofthets,---that we, bein 
delivered out of the hands of our enemies, 3 
ſerve him without (unbelieving) fear, (that is, 
with perfect love) in holineſs and righteouſneſs 
before him all the days of our life, Luke i. 68, 75. 
Bleſſed are the ſoor in ſhirit, who hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, for THEY SHALL BE 
FILLED, Matth. v. 3,---0. J1f thou kneweſt the 
ift of God, & thou wouldeft have aſked of _ 
lim, and he would have given thee living water. 
and the water that I hall give him, hall be in 
him a well of living water ſjringing uf: to ever- 
laſting life, John iv. 10,---14. Jeſus flood and 
cried, ſaying, If any man thirft, let him come unte 
me and drink, He that believeth on me, (when 
J ſhall have aſcended up on high, to receive 
gifts for men) out of his belly hall flow rivers 
of living water, (to cleanſe his ſoul, and to 
keep it clean.) But this ſhake he of Tas 
SPIRIT, which they that BELIEVE in him /hould 
receive, for the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, be- 
cauſe Feſus was not yet glorified, and his fairitual 
diſpenſation was not yet fully opened, John 
vi. 37,---39. Mr. Weſley in his plain account 
_ of Chriſtian Perfection, has publiſhed ſome ex- 
cellent queries, and propoſed them to * 
. who 
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who deny it to be attainable in this life. 
They are cloſe to the point, and run thus: 
1. Has there not been a anger meaſure of 
« the Holy Spirit given under the goſpel 
„% than under the Jewiſh diſpenſation ? If 
« not, in what ſenſe was the ſhirit not given 
« before Chriſt was glorified?” 2. Was 
e that glory which FOLLOWED the ſufferings 
« of Chriſt, (1 Pet. i. 11.) an external glory, 
& or an internal, viz. the glory of holineſs? ?? 
Always reſt the doctrine of Chriſtian Per- 
ſeaion, on this ſcriptural foundation, and it 
will ſtand as firm as revelation itſelf. 

It is allowed on all fides, that the diſpen- 
ſation of John the Baptiſt exceeded that of 
the other prophets, becauſe it immediatel 
introduced the Goſpel of Chriſt, and — 
John was not only appointed to preach the 
baptiſm of reſientance, but alſo clearly to point 
out the very perſon of Chriſt, and to give 
knowledge of ſa. vation to God's preofele by the 
remiſſion of fins, Luke i. 77.: and neverthe- 
leſs, John only promiſed the bleſſing of the 
ſpirit, which Chriſt beſtowed when he had 
received gifts for men. I indeed, ſaid John, 
bahtixe you abitl water unto rehentance; but he 
that cometh after me is mightier than I... He tall 
Satie you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, 
Matth. iii. 11. Such is the importance of 
this promiſe, that it is particularly recorded, 
not only by the three other evangeliſts, (ſee 
Mark 1. 8. Luke iii. 16. and John i. 26.) 
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tat alſo by our Lord himſelf, who faid, juſt 
before his aſcesſion: J truly baptized auith 
aber, but je Hall be bajitized with the Holy 
Ghoſt not many days hence, Acts i. 4, 5. 

So capital is this promiſe of the /airit's 
ſtronger influences to raiſe the rare plant of 
Chriſtian Perfection, that when our Lord 
ſpeaks of this promiſe, he emphatically calls 
it, The gromiſe of the Father; becaule it ſhines 
among the other promiſes of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, as the moon among the ſtars. Thus 
Acts i. 4. Wait, ſays he, for the promiſe of the 
Father, which ye have heard of me. And again, 


Luke xxiv. 9. Behold, 1 ſend the promiſe of the 


Father upon you. Agreeably to this, St. Peter 
ſays, Jeſus being by the right hand of God ex- 
ited, and having received of the Father the 
frromiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he has ed forth ibis: 
He has begun abundantly to fulfil that which 


Las /jroken by the firofehet Joel, And is hall come 


to haſs in the laſt days, ſaith God, that I will 
four out (beſtow a more abundant meaſure) 
of my /furit uſion all flelh Therefore repent 
and be baptized (that is, make an ver pro- 
feſſion of your faith) in the name of the Lord 
Fejus, for the remiſſion of fins : and ze /hall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt; for the firomi/e 
is unto you, and to your childi en, and to as many- 
es the Lord our God hall call (to enjoy the 
full bleſſings of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, ) 
ARﬀts ii. 17, --- 33, 38. This promiſe (when 
it is received in is fulnels) ts n 
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the greateſt of all the exceedingly great and 
firectous firomiſes which are given to us, that by 
them you might be hartakers of the divine nature, 
(that is, of pure love and unmixed holineſs) 
2Pet. i. 4. Have therefore a peculiar eye 
toit, and to theſe deep words of our Lord, 
{ will aſh the Father, and he all give you ano- 
ther Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever, even the ſhirit of truth (and power) whom 
the world knew not, hut ye knew him, for he 
remaineth with you, and hall be in you. At that 


day ye Jhall know, that I am in my Father, and 


jou in me, and I in you; For, If any man (that 
is, any believer) love me, he will ᷑cch my words, 
and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abod? with him, John 


XIV. 15, 23. Which,” ſays Mr. Weſley, in 


his note on the place, © implies ſuch a large 
„ manifeſtation of the divine preſence and 
& love, that the former in juſtification, is as 
& nothing in compariſon of it.“ 

To make you believe this important pro- 
miſe with more ardour, conſider that our 
Lord ſpent ſome of his laſt moments in ſeal- 
ing it with his powerful interceſſion. Aﬀter 
having prayed the Father to ſanctiſy his diſ- 
ciples through the truth firmly embraced by 
their faith, and powerfully applied by his 
ſpirit, he adds, neither pray J for theſe alone, 
but for them alſo who all belizve on me through 
their word. And what 1s it that our Lord 
aſks for theſe believers? Truly what St, 
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Paul aſked for the imperſect believers at 
Corinth, even ther ſterfectien. 2 Cor. xili. q. 
which ſtate of ſou] our Lord deſcribes thus: 
That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in 
me, and 1 in thee, that they may be one in us, Oc. 
that they may be one as we are one: J in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be fierfefted in one, 
end that the werld may know that thou haſt love! 
them as thou haſt loved me, John xvil. 17,—23. 
Our Lord could not pray in vain: It 1s not 
to be ſuppoſed, that the ſcriptures are filent 
with reſpect to the effect of this ſolemn 
prayer, an anſwer to which, was to give the 
world an idea of the new Jeruſalem coming 
down from heaven—a /phectmen of the power, 
which introduces believers into the ſtate of 
Chriſtian Perſection, and therefore we read, 
that, on the day of Pentecoſt, the kingdom 
of Satan was powerfully ſhaken; and the 
kingdom of God (righteouſneſs, peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt) began to come with 
a new power: Then were thouſands won- 
derſully converted, aad clearly juſtified ; 
Then was the kingdom of heaven taken by 
force; and the love of Chriſt, and of the 
brethren, began to burn the chaff of ſelfiſh- 
nets and fin with a force which the world 
had never ſeen before. See Acts ii. 42, &c. 
Some time after, another glorious baptiſm, 
or Capital outpouring of the Spirit carried 
believers farther into the kingdom of the 
grace, which perfetts them in one. And 

l therefore 


C98 3 


therefore we find that the account which St. 
Luke gives us of them after this fecond, 
capital manifeſtation of the Holy Spirit, in 
a great degree anſwers to our Lord's prayer 
for their perfection. He had aſked Mat they 


all might be one—that they might ve ONE, as 


the Father and he are ONE, —and that they 


* might be ſterfected in ONE, John xvii. 17, &c. 
And now a fuller anſwer is given to his deep 
requeſt. Take it in the words of the in- 
ſpired hiſtorian: Aud when they had prayed, 
the place Twas hatten where they were afJembled 
| together, and they were (Once more) filled with 


the Holy Ghr/t, and they /jaake the word with 
({ti!l greater) boldne/s: And the multitude of 
them that believed were of ONE HEART, and 
of ONE SOUL, neither ſaid any of them, that 


 aught of the things which he jrofeſſed were his own, 


but they had all things common, —and great grace 
was ufon them all, Acts iv. 31, 32. Who 
does not ſee in this account a /pecimen of 
that great grace, which our Lord had aſked for 
believers, when he prayed, that his diſciples, 
and thoſe who thould believe on him through 
their word, might be perfedted in one? | 

It may be aſked here, whether te multi- 
tude of them that believed in thoſe happy days, 


| were 4 perſect in love? I anſwer, that, if 


pure love had caſt out all ſelfifhnels and ſinful 


fear ſrom their hearts, they were undoubt- 


edly made herfect in love; but as God does not 
Juaily remove the plague of indwelling ſin 
— B 3 till 
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till it has been diſcovered and lamented 
and as we find in the two next chapters, an 
account of the guide of Ananias and his wife, 
and of the Hartiality or felfiſh murmuring of 
ſome helievers, it ſeems that thoſe chiefly, 
who before were ſtrong in grace, roſe then 
mto fathers; and that the firſt love of other 
believers (through the peculiar bleſſing of 
Chriſt upon his infant- church) was fo bright 
and powertul for a time, that little children 
had, or ſeemed to have, the ſtrength of young 
men, and young men the grace of fathers. 
With reſpect to the great grace which was 
uſion them all, this does not nece//arily mean 
that they were all equally ſtrong in grace, for 
great unity and happineſs may reſt upan a 
whole family, where the difference between 
a father, a young man, and a child, continues 
to ſubſiſt. However it is not improbable, 
that God, to open the diſpenſation of the 
S/irit in a manner, which might fix the at- 
tention of all ages upon its importance and 
glory, permitted the whole body of believers 
to take an extraordinary turn together into the 
Canaan of perfect love, and to ſhow the 
world the admirable fruit which grows there, 
as the ſpies ſent by Jequa, took a turn into 
Te good land of promiſe before they were 

ttled in it, and brought from thence the 
bunch of grapes which aſtoniſned and ſpi- 
rited up the Iſraelites, who had not yet 
crofled Jordan. | | 
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Upon the whole, it is (IL. think) undenia- 
ble, from the four firſt chapters of the Acts, 
that a peculiar power of the ſpirit is beſtowed 
npon believers under the goſpel of Chriſt; 
that this power, through ſaith on our part, 
can operate the moit ſudden and ſurpriſing 


change in our ſouls; and that, when our 


faith ſhlall Fully embrace the promiſe of uli 
ſanctification, or of a complete circumcrfion 


15 the heart in the 1 the Holy Ghoſt, who 


indled ſo much love on the day of pentecoſt, 


that all the primitive believers loved, or /cemed 


to love each other ferfectly, will not fail to 
help us to love one another without finful ſelf- 
ſeeking; and as ſoon as we do lo, God dwelleth 
in us, and his love is fierfedted in us, I John iv. 12. 
John xiv. 23, TY 

Should you aſk, how many baptiſms, or 
effuſions of the ſanctiſying ſpirit, are neceſſary 
to cleanſe a believer from all fin, and kindle 
his ſoul into perſect love? I reply, that the 
effect of a ſanctify ing trutn depending upon 
the ardour of the faith with whieh that truth 


is embraced, and upon the power of the ſpirit 
with which it is applied, I ſhould. betray a 


want of modeſty, if I brought the operations 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and the energy of faith, 
under a rule which is not expreſsly laid down 
in ſcripture, 


ſpirit /eals you unto the day of redemption, and 
eleanſes you from all (moral) fil:hine/s, ſo much 
It two, or more are neceſlary, 


B4 the 


the better. 


If one powerful baptiſm of the 
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the Lord can repeat them: His arm is not 
ſhortened that he cannot ſave; nor is his promiſe 
of the Spirit ſtinted : He ſays in general, 
Wiefoever ill, let him take the water of life 
freely, If ye, heing evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children ; how much more Toill your 
heavenly Father (who is goodnels itſelf) give 
is Holy Shirit to them that aſh him J. ... I may, 
however, venture to ſay in general, that 
before we can rank among perfe# Chriſtians, 
we muſt receive ſo much of the truth and 
ſpirit of Chriſt by faith, as to have the pure 
love of God and Man ſhed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given unto us, and 
to be filled with the meek and lowly mind 
which was in Chriſt, And if one out- 
pouring of the Spirit, ene bright manifeſta - 
tion of the ſanctifying truth ſo empties us of 
ſelf, as to fill us with the ſame mind which 
was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, we are undoubtedly 
Chri/tians in the full ſenſe of the word.. 
From the ground of my ſoul, I therefore 
ſubſcribe to the anſwer which a great divine 
makes to the following objeétion: 

But ſome who are newly juſtified do 
© come up to this (Chriftian Verfectiůon; ) what 
then will you ſay to theſe?” Mr. Weſley 
replies with great propriety, * If they really 
do, I will ſay, they are ſanctified, ſaved 
* from fin ia that moment: and that they never 
need loſe what God has given, nor feel fin 
$ any more. But certainly this is an exempt 

| 5 Calc, 
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© caſe. It is otherwiſe with the generality 
© of thoſe that are juſtified. They feel in 
* themſelves, more or leſs pride, anger, ſelf- 
* will, and an heart bent to backſliding. 
* And till they have gradually mortified thele, 


they are not fully renewed in love. God 


* uſually gives a conſiderable time for men 
to receive /;gh/, to grow in grace, to do and 


* /uffer his will before they are either juſtified 


or ſanQtified. But he does not invariably 


* adhere to this. Sometimes he cuts fort his 
* work, Re does the work of many years 
in a ſew weeks: perhaps in a week, a day, 
an hour. He juſtifies or ſanctiſies both 
* thoſe who have done or /uffered nothing, and 
* who have not had fie for a gradual work 
either in ligt or grace. And may he not 
do what he vill with his own? Is thine eye 
evil, becauſe he is good ? It need not there- 


© fore be proved by forty texts of ſcripture; 


either that moſt men are perfected in love 
at laſt, or that there is a gradual work of 
* God in the ſoul; and that, generally ſpeak- 
ing, it is a long time, even many years, be- 
fore in is deſtroyed. All this we know. 
© But we know likewiſe, that God may, with 
man's good leave, cut /hort his work, in what- 
ever degree he pleaſes, and do the uſual 
* work of many years in a moment. He 
does ſo in many inftances. And yet there 
is a gradual work both before and after that 
moment. So that one may affirm the work 
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is gradual; another it is zn/tantancous, with- 
© out any manner of contradiction.” Plain 
Account, page 115, &e.—Page 155, the ſame 
eminent divine explains himſelf more fully, 
thus: * Tf Chriſtian Perfection is conſtantly 
* preceded and followed by a gradual work; 
is it in itſelf z7/znianconus or not? In ex- 
_ * amining this let us go on ſtep by ſtep. An 
* inflantaneous work has been wrought in ſome 
* believers: None can deny this. Since that 
change they enjoy /erfett love. They feel 
this, and this alone. They rejoice ever 
more, pray without ceaſing, in every thing 
„give thanks. Now this is all I mean by 
* erfeftion, Therefore theſe are witneſſes of 
the perfection which I preach.* “ But in 
% ſome this change was not inſtantaneous.” 
* They did not perceive the inſtant when it 
was wrought: It is often difficult to per- 
ceive the inſtant when a man dies. Yet 
© there is an inſtant when life ceaſes. And if 
ever {in ceales, there muſt be a laſt moment 
of its exiſtence, and a firſt moment of our 
* deliverance from it.“ © But if they have 
this love now, they will loſe it.“ They 
* may; but they need not. And whether 
they do or no, they have it now. They now 
experience what we teach. They now ate 
© all lie. They now rejoice, pray, and praiſe 
without cealing.” 
II. When you firmly aſſent to the truth 
of the precepts and iromiſer, on which the 
DS | dofttiing 
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doctrine of Chriſtian Perfection is founded: 


When you underſtand the meaning of theſe 
ſcriptures, /an&ify them through thy truth, thy 
word is truth, I will ſend the comforter (the 
fpirit of truth and holineſs) unto you. God has 
choſen (eternal) /alvation through ſanctification of 
the ſhirit and belief of the truth: When you ſee, 
that the way to Chriſtian Perfection is by the 
ord of the Goſpel of Chriſt, by faith, and 
by the HHirit of God; in the next place get 


tolerably clear ideas of -e perfection. This 


is abſolutely neceſſary; If you will hit a 
mark, you muſt know where it is. Some 
people aim at Chriſtian Perfection; but mil- 
taking it for angelical fierfection, they ſhoot 


above the mark, miſs it, and then peeviſhly 


give up their hopes. Others place the mark 


as much too low: Hence it is, that you hear 


them profeſs to have attained Chriſtian Per- 
ſection, when they have not ſo much as at- 
tained the mental ſerenity of a philoſopher, 
or the candour of a good-natured conſcien- 
tious heathen, In the preceding definition, 
it I am not miſtaken, the mark is fixed ac- 
cording to the rules of ſcriptural moderation, 
It is not placed /o lig, as to make you de- 
pair of hitting it, if you do your belt in an 
evangelical manner; nor yet % low, as to 
allow you te preſume that you can reach it, 
without exerting all your abilities to the 
uttermoſt, in due ſubordination to the effi- 
cacy of Jeſus* blood, and the Spirit's ſane- 
tifying influences. | 

5 III. Should 
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III. Should ye aſk, Which is the way 
to Chriſtian Perfection? Shall we go to it 
by internal ſtillneſs, agreeable to this direc- 
tion of Moſes and David, 7he Lord wil! fight 
for you, and ye Jhall hold your hence. Stand frill 
and ſee the ſalvation of God, Be jiill and tnow 
that I am God. Stand in aw and fin not: com- 
 mune with your own heart *. your bed, and be 
fill? Or ſhall we preſs after it by an internal 
4 wreſtling, according to thele commands of 
1 Chriſt, Strive 7 enter in at the ſtrait gate ? 
| The kingdom of heaven ſuffereth violence, and the 
violent taketh it by force, &.? 
x I anſwer, that the way to perfection is by 
5 the due combination of prevenient, aſſiſting 
free- grace; and ſubmiſſive, aſſiſted Ffree-will, 
Antinomian ſtillneſs therefore, which ſays 
free-grace muſt do all, is not the way. 
Phariſaic activity, which will do moſt, if not 
all, is not the way. Join theſe two partial 
ſyitems; allowing Fee-grace the lead and high 
pre-eminence which it ſo juſtly claims; and 
you do juſtice to the doctrines of mercy and 
Juftice—ot free-grace and free-will—of divine 
/aithfulne/; in keeping the covenant of grace, 
and of human faithfulne/s in laying hold of 
that covenant, and keeping within its bounds ; 
In thort, you have the ſcripture-method of 
wailing upon God, which Mr. Welley de- 
{cribes thus: | | 
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RESTLESS, reſn'd, for God I wait: 
For God my VEHEMENT ſoul fands fill, 
Ta 


To 
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To underſtand theſe lines, conſider that 


faith is alternately an amòle, paſſive receiver, 


and an active, zealous labourer : Firſt, it haf, 
frvely receives the influence of divine grace, 
ſaying, Behold the handmaid of the Lord: Let 


t be done unto me according to thy word: And 


then, it actively brings forth its heavenly 
fruit with earneſt labour. God worketh in 
you to will aud do, ſays St. Paul. Here he 
deſcribes the paſſive office of faith, which 
ſubmits to, and acquieſges in, every divine 
diſpenſation and operation. —T7 herefore work 


out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling, 


and, of conſequence, with haſte, diligence, 
ardour and faithfulneſs: Here the apoſtle 
deſcribes the afive office of faith, which 
carefully lays out, and diligently improves 
the talent it has already received. Would 
you then wait aright for chriſtian perfection? 
Let your faith in the doctrine of free-grace, 
and Chriſt's righteouſneſs, fix your mind 
upon God, as your only centre and all-ſuf- 


_ ficient partion : So. thall you and fill ac- 


cording to the firſt texts produced in the 
queſtion. And then, let your faith in the 
doctrine of Hree- cvill, and evangelical obedience, 
make you ſteadily run the circle of duty 
around that firm centre; ſo ſhall you, by 
this activity ſubordinate to grace, fate the 
kingdom of ere by force. When your heart 
quietly reſts in God by faith, then the poets 
exprethons, © re/igned,” and fands fill,“ 

, deſeribe 
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deſcribe its fixedneſs in God. But when 
your heart ſwiftly moves towards God by 
faith, when your ardent foul follows after 
God, as a thirſty deer does after the water- 
brooks, then theſe words of the poet, “77% 
% leſs,” and © wehement,” properly belong 
to faith, and deſcribe its exerciſe. In order 
to go ſteadily on to perfection, you muſt 


| therefore endeavour ſteadily to believe; and, 


as there is opportunity, diligently perſevere 
in the work of faith, the fratience of le, and 
the labour of love. | 3 | 

IV. Another queſtion has alſo puzzled 
many earneſt ſeekers of chriſtian perfection; 
and the ſolution of it may remove a conſidera- 
ble hindrance out of your way. * Is chriſtian 
perfection, lay they, to be 7/tantancon/ly 
brought down to us? Or are we gradually 
to grow up to it? Shall we be made per- 
fect in love by an habit of holinets ſuddenly 
© infuſed into us, or by acts of feeble faith, 
* and feeble love fo frequently repeated as 
to become ſtrong, habitual, and evange- 
* lically-natural to us, according to the 
well-known maxim, A frong havit is a ſecond 
nature! 

Both ways are good; and inſtances of 
fome believers gredually perfected, and of 
others (comparatively ſpeaking) infantaneou/ly 
fixed in perfect love, might probably be pro- 
duced, if we were acquainted with the ex- 
periences of all thoſe, who have died x a 

ate 
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ſtate of evangelical perſection. It may be 
with the root of ſin, as it is with its fruit: 
Some ſouls parley many years, before they 
can be perſuaded to give up a/l their out- 
ward fins, and others part with them as it 
were in/tantaneoufly. You may compare the 
former to thoſe beſieged towns which make 
a long refiſtance, or to thoſe mothers who 
go through a tedious and lingering labour: 
And the latter reſemble thoſe fortreiles, which 
are ſurprized and carried by ſtorm ; or thoſe 
women who are delivered almoſt as ſoon as 
labour contes upon them. Travellers inform 
us that vegetation is ſo quick and powerful 


in ſome warm climates, that the feeds of 
{ome vegetables yield a ſallad in leſs than 


twenty-four hours. Should a northern phi- 
loſopher ſay, impoflible! And ſhould an Eng- 
liſh gardener explain againſt fuch muhroom- 


| fallad, they would only expole their preju- 


dices, as do thoſe who decry inſtantaneous 
juſtification, or mock at the poſſibility of the 

inſtantaneous deſtruction of indwelling fin. 
For where is the abfurdity of this doc- 
trine ? If the light of a candle brought into 
a dark room can infantly expel the darkneſs; 
and it, upon opening your ſhutters at noon, 
your gloomy apartment can mſtantaneouſly 
be filled with meridian light; why might not 
the inſtantaneous rending of the veil of un- 
belief, or the ſudden and full opening of the 
eye of your faith, inſtantly fill your foul ”_ 
the 
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the light of truth, and the fire of love; ſup- 
poſing the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe upon 
you with powerful healing in his wings? 
May not the Sanctifier deſcend upon your 
waiting ſoul, as quickly as the ſpirit deſcend- 
ed upon our Lord at his baptiſm? Did it not 
deſcend as a dove, that is, with the ſoft mo- 
tion of a dove, which ſwiſtly ſhoots down, 
and inſtantly lights? A good man once ſaid, 
with truth, “ A mote is little, when it is 
* compared to the ſun, but I am far leſs 


before God.” Alluding to this compariſon, 


J aſk, If the ſun could inſtantly kindle a 
mote ; nay, if a burning glaſs can in a mo- 
ment calcine a bone, and turn a ſtone to 


lime, how unſcriptural and irrational is it to 


ſuppoſe, that, when God fully baptizes a 
foul with his ſanctifying ſpirit, and with the 
celeſtial fire of his love, he cannot in an in- 
ſtant deſtroy the man of fin, burn up the 
chaff of corruption, melt the heart of ſtone 
into an heart of fleſh, and kindle the believ- 


ing ſoul into pure ſeraphic love 


An appeal to parallel caſes may throw 
{ome light upon the queſtion which I anſwes. 


If you were ſick, and aſked of God the per- 
fect recovery of your health, how would you 


look for it? Would you expect to have your 
ſtrength reſtored you at once, without any ex- 


ternal means, as the lepers who were 7- 


Kantly cleanſed ; and as the paralytic, who, 


| at our Lord's Word, took up the bed on 


which 
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which he lay, and carried it away upon his 
fhouiders ? Or by ufing ſome external means 
of a ſlower operation, as the ten lepers did, 
who were more gradually cleanſed as they went 
to ſhew themſelves to the fi iets: or as king He- 
zekiah, whoſe gradual, but equally ſure re- 
covery, was owing to God's bleſſing upon 
the poultice of figs prefcribed by Iſaiah? 
Again: If you were blind, and beſought the 
Lord to give you perte human fight ; how 
would you wait for it * As Bartimeus, whoſe 
eyes were opened in an inſtant: or as the 
man who received his fight by degrees. At 
firſt he faw nothing: by and by he confuſedly 
diſcovered the objects before him, but at laſt 
he /aw all things clearly. Would you not ear- 
neſtly wait for an anſwer to your prayers 
ww; leaving to divine wildom the particular 
manner of your recovery? And why ſhould 
you not go and do likewife, with reſpect 


to the dreadful diſorder which we call n» 


dwelling fin ? 

I our hearts are purified by faith, as the 
ſcripture exprelsly teſtiſies; if the faith which 
peculiarly purifies the heart of Chriſtians, is 
a faith in the promiſe of the Father, wmeh pro- 
miſe was made by the Son, and directly 


| points at a peoular effuſion of the Holy 


Ghoſt, the puriſier of fpirits ;—if we may 
believe in a moment;—and if God ma 
in a moment, feat our ſanctiſying Faith 
by ſending us a fulne(s of his lanctifying 
| ſpirit ; 


90 
ſpirit; if this, I ſay, is the caſe; does it not 
Che, that to deny the poſſibility. of the in- 
frantaneous deſtruction of tin; is to deny (con- 
trary to ſcripture and matter of fact) that we 
can make an inſantancous act of faith in the 
ſanctifying promiſe of the Father, and in the 
all-cleanſing blood of the Son, and that God 
can ſeal that act by the inſtantaneous opera- 
tion of his ſpirit ? which St. Paul calls e 
| Circumciſion of the heart in (or by) the fhirit, ac- 
cording to the Lord's ancient promiſe, I will 
circumciſe thy heart to love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart ? Where is the abſurdity of be- 
lieving that the God of all grace can now 
give an anſwer to the poet's rational and 
evangelical requeſt? | 


Open my ſaith's interior eye: 
Diſplay thy glory from above; 
And ſinful ſelf ſhall ſink and die, 


Loſt in aftoniſhment and love. 


If a momentary diſplay of Chriſt's bodily 
glory, could in an inſtant turn Saul, the blat- 
pheming, bloody perſecutor, into Paul, the 
praying, gentle apoſtle; if a ſudden fight of 
Chriſt's hands, could in a moment root up 
from Thomas' heart, that deteſtable reſolu— 
tion, I wzll not believe, and produce that deep 
confeiſion of taith, M Lord and my God ! What 


Cannot ' 


EW»: 
cannot the diſplay of Chriſt's ſpiritual glory, 


operate in a believing ſoul, to which he ma- 
nifeſts himſelf, according to that power whereby 
he is able to ſubdue all things to himjelf f—Again, 
If Chriſt's body, could in an inſtant, become 
ſo glorious on the mount, that his very gar- 
ments partook of the ſudden irradiation, be- 
came not only free from every ſpot, but alſo 


white as the light, ſhining exceeding white as ſnow; 
fo as no fuller on earth can white them ;—and if 


our bodies all be changed; if this corrufttible 
ſhall Aut on incorrufition, and this mortal ſhall 
gut on immortality IN A MOMENT, in the 
TWINKLING OF AN EYE, at ile laff 


trumps; why may not our believing fouls, 


when they fully fubmit to God's terms, be 


fully changed—fully turned from the fiower of 
Satan unto God? When the Holy Ghoſt 
ſays, Now is the day of ſalvation, does he ex- 


clude falvation from heart-iniquity? If Chriſt 


now deſerves fully the name of Jeſus, becauſe 


he (fully) faves his (believing) people from 


their ſins; and if now the goſpel-trumpet 
ſounds; and ſinners arife from the dead, 
why ſhould we not, upon the performance of 
the condition, be changed in a moment from 
indwelling fin to indwelling holineſs; or in 


the twinkling of an eye, paſs from indwelling 


death to indwelling life ? 
This is not all: If you deny the poffibi- 


lity of a quick deſtruction of indwelling fin, 


you ſend to hell, or to ſome unſeriptural pur- 
= & 


gatory, 
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gatory, not, only the dying thief, bat alſo 
all thoſe martyrs who ſuddenly embraced the 
Chriftian faith, and were inſtantly put to 
death by bloody perſecutors, for confefling 
the faith which they had % embraced. And 
if you allow, that God may cut Mort bis work 
in righteouſneſs in ſuch a cate, why not in 
other cates? Why not eſpecially when a be- 
liever confeſſes his indwelling fin, ardently 
prays that Chriſt WOULD, and fincerely 
— va that Chriſt CAN NOW clean/e him 
from all unrighteouſne}s ? | | 
None are lo apt to laugh at the in/anta- 
neous deftruction of fin as the Calviniſts, and 
yet (ſuch is the inconſiſtency which charac- 
teriſes ſome men!) their doctrine of believers 
being delivered from all ſin in the article of 
death, is built upon it. For, if you credit 
them, all dying believers have a nature which 
is Hill mcrally corrupted, and an heart which 
is yet deſſierately wicked. Thele believers, ſtill 
. full of mdwelling fin, mftantanevufly breathe 
out their laſt, and (without any peculiar act 
of faith, without any peculiar out-pouring of 
the ſanctifying ftpirit) corruption is inſtanta- 
neouſty gone. The indwelling man of /in is 
entirely conſumed, and, behold, the fouls 
which would not hear of the inſtantaneous 
act of ſanctiſying faith, which receives the 
inducing ſpirit of holigels—the fouls which 
leaded hard for the continuance of indwell- 


ing {in are in a moment made completely 
Unleſs; 
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finleſs; and, in the twinkling of an eye, they 
appear in the third heaven among the ſpirits 
of juſt Chriſtians made perfect in love! Such 
is the doctrine of our Calvinian brethren ; 
and yet, they think it incredible that God 
Mould do for us, while we pray in faith, what 
they ſuppoſe death will do for them (or at 
leaſt what will be done for them) when they 
lie in his cold arms, perhaps delirious or 
ſenſeleſs! | 

On the other hand, to deny that imper- 
fect believers may, and do gradually grow- 
in grace, and of courſe that the remains of 
their fins may, and do gradually decay, is as 
abſurd, as to deny that God waters the earth 
by daily dews, as well as by thunder ſhowers; 
it is as ridiculous, as to affert that no body is 
carried off by lingering diſorders, but that 
all men die ſuddenly, or a few hours after 
they are taken ill. | 

I uſe theſe compariſons about death to 
throw fome light upon the queſtion which I 
ſolve, and not to infinuate that the deca 
and deſtruction of fin run parallel to the de- 
cay and diſſolution of the body, and that, of 
courſe, fin muſt end with our bodily life, 
Were I to admit this unſcriptural tenet, I 
ſhould build again what J have all along en- 


deavoured to deſtroy, and (as I love con- 


ſiſtency) I ſhould promiſe eternal ſalvation 
to all unbelievers; for. unbelievers, IJ pre- 
ſume, will dic, as well as believers. Nor do 


2 I ſee 
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J ſee why death ſhould not be able to deſtroy 
the van and the main body of ſin's forces, if 
it can ſo readily cut the rear (the remains of 
fin) in pieces. : 
From the preceding obſervations, it ap- 
ears, that believers generally go to Chriſtian 
Perſe sion, as the diſciples went to the other 
fide of the ſea of Galilee. They toiled 
ſome time very hard, and with little ſucceſs. 
But after they had rowed about twenty-frve or 
thirty furlongs, they ſaw Feſus walking on the 
fea. He ſaid to them, It is I, be not afraid: 
Then they willingly received him into the Ars and 
IMMEDIATELY the hi was at the land 
i hither they went. Juſt ſo we toil till our faith 
„ diſcovers Chriſt in the promiſe, and wel- 
K comes him into our heart; and ſuch is the 
| | effect of his preſence, that immediately we 


ö arrive at the land of perfection. Or (to uſe 

F another illuſration) God ſays to believers, 
| | So to the Canaan of perſect love. Ariſe : 
8 why do you tarry? Waſh away the remains 
8! of ſin, calling (that is, believing) on the 
Þ name of the Lord. And if they ſubmit to 
| | the obedience of faith, he deals with them 
„ as he did with the evangeliſt Philip, to whom 
| he ſaid, Ariſe, and go towards the South. For 
when they ariſe and run, as Philip did, the 
fhririt of the Lord takes them, as he did the 
.evangeliſt; and they are found in the new 
Jeruſalem, as Philift was found at Axotus. 
| They 


E 


They dwell in God, and God divells in dem, 


and his love is ferfected in them. | 
Hence it follows, that the moſt evangeli- 
cal method of following after the perfection 
to which we are immediately called, is that 
of ſeeking it zow, by endeavouring fully to 
lay hold on the promiſe of that perfection 
through faith, juſt as if our repeated acts of 
obedience could never help us farward. But 


in the mean time we ſhould do the work of 


faith, and repeat our internal and external 


acts of obedience with as much earneſtneſs, 


and faithtulneſs, according to our preſent 
power, as if we were ſure to enter into reſt 
merely by a diligent uſe of our talents, and 


a faithful exertion of the powers which di- 


vine grace has beſtowed upon us. If we do 
not attend ta the firſt of theſe directions, we 
ſhall ſeek to be ſanctified by works like the 
Phariſees; and if we diſregard the ſecond, 


we ſhall ſlide into ſoliſidian floth with the 


Antinomians. 
V. Beware therefore of unſcriptural re. 


 finements. Set out for the Canaan of perfect 


love, with a firm reſolution to labour for the 


reſt which remains on earth for the people of 
God. Some good, miſtaken men, wife above 


what is written, and fond of ſtriking out 
paths, which were unknown to the apoſtles — 
new paths marked out by voluntary humility, 
and leading to antinomianiſm,—ſome people 
of that ſtamp, I ſay, have made it their buſy 
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neſs, from the days of Auguſtin, to decry 
making reſolutions. They repreſent this 
practice as a branch of what they are pleaſ- 
ed to call legality. They inſinuate that it is 
utterly inconſiſtent with the knowledge of 
our inconſtancy and weakneſs; In a word, 


they frighten us from the firſt ſtep to Chriſtian 


Perfection; — from an humble, evangelical 
determination to run, till we reach the prize, 
or, if you pleaſe, to go down till we come 
to the loweſt place. ee e 

You will never ſteadily go on to perfec- 
tion, unleſs you get over this miſtake. Let 
the imperfectioniſts laugh at you for making 
humble reſolutions ; but go on fedfa/tly hur- 
fofing to lead a new life, as ſays our church; 
and in order to this fedfaftly purpoſe to get a 
new heart in the full ſenſe of the word: For 
ſo long as your heart will continue partly au- 
removed, your life will be partly un4oly. And 
therefore St. James jultly obſerves, that, 
if any man offend not in word, he is a ferfect 


man, he loves God with all his heart, his 


heart is fully renewed; it being impoſſible that 
an heart itil] tainted in part with vanity and 
guile, ſhould always diftate the words of 
ſincerity and love, Your good reſolutions 
need not fail: nor will they fail, if, under a 
due ſenſe of the fickleneſs and helpleſſneſs of 
your unaffiſted free-will, you properly de- 
pend upon God's faithfulneſs and aſſiſtance. 
Jlowever ſhould they fail, as they 9 
; Wi 
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will do more than once, be not diſcouraged, 
but repent, ſearch ont the cauſe, and in the 
ſtrength of free-grace, let your aſſiſted ſree- 
will renew your evangelical purpoſe, till the 
Lord ſeals it with his mighty fat, and ſays, 


Le! it be dene to thee according to thy reſolving 


faith. It is much better to be laughed at, as 


poor creatures who know nothing of ther 
& ſelves,” than to be deluded as fooliſh vir- 
gins, who ſondly imagine their veſſels are 
full of imputed oil. Take therefore the 
ſword of the ſpirit, and boldly cut this dan- 
gerous ſnare in pieces. Conſcious of your 
impotence, and yet determined to lay out 
every talent, ſay with the prodigal ſon, 
J will ariſe, ond go to. my father ;—and with 
David, I will Jove thee, O Lord my God. will 
Behold th ty face in righteouſneſs ] am frurjro/ed 
that my mouth hail not tranſoreſs ;—1 will keefe 
it, as it were with a bridle : ay * aid that 
I would fei. thy wword 3-—T he firoud (and they 
who are humble in an unſcripturat way) 
have had me exceedingly in deriſion, but I <vull 
Lech thy frrecejits with my whole heart. —1 have 
feworn, and I will jitr form it, that 1 will keep 
thy righteous judgments, Say with St. Paul, 
1 am determined not to know anv thing Jave Feſus, 
and him crucified; and with Jacob, I will not 
let thee go, unleſs thou bl:/s me. And to ſum up 
all good reſolutions in one, ſay, “ I have 
engaged to renounce all the vanities of 
“ this wicked world, all the ſinful — 
66 2 
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& the fleſh, and all the works of the devil; 
% te believe all the articles of the Chriſtian 
& faith; and to keep God's commandments 
all the days of my life” That is, I have 
molt ſolemnly reſolved to be a perfe& Chril- 
tian. And this reſolution I have publicly 
ſealed by receiving the two ſacraments upon 
it. Nor do I only think that I am bound 
to keep this vow, but “ by God's grace, 
* fo I will; and I heartily thank our hea- 
& venly Father, that he has called me to 
te this ſtate of ſalvation, (and Chriſtian Per- 
« fection;) and I pray unto him, to give me 
6 his grace, that I may (not only attain it, 
“ but alſo) continue in the ſame to my life's 
send.“ | 

« Much diligence (ſays Kempis) is ne- 
% ceſſary to him that will profit much. If 
„ he who firmly purpoſeth, often faileth, 
“ what ſhall he do, who ſeldom or feebly 
« purpoſeth any thing?“ But (I ſay it again 
and again) do not lean upon your free-wll, 
and good furpo/es, fo as to encroach upon the 
glorious pre-eminence of free-grace, Let it 
ſtand invariably in its an 9 and honourable 
place. Lay your irincihal ſtreſs upon divine 


mercy, and ſay with the good man whom [I 
have juſt quoted, “ Help me, O Lord God, 
in thy holy ſervice, and grant that I may 
„ now this day begin perfectly.“ 
In following this method, you will ſo de- 
pend upon God's free-grace, as not to fall 
| into 
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into phar;/aic running; and you will ſo exert 
your own free-will, as not to flide into anti- 
nomian floth. Your courſe lies exactly be- 
tween theſe rocks. To paſs theſe perilous 


ſtraits your reſolving heart, through the ſpi- 
ritually-magnetic touch of Chriſt the corney 


fone, muſt acquire and preſerve a heavenly 


polarity. e | | 
VI. From this direction flows the follow- 
ing advice. Reſolve to be perfect in your- 


ſelves, but not of your/efves. The Antinomi— 


ans boaſt that they are perſect only in their 
heavenly repreſentative. Chriſt was filled 
with perſect humility and love: They are 
perfect in his perſon ; They need not a per- 
feftion of humble love in themſelves. To 


avoid their error, be perſect in your/elver, 


and not in another: Let your perfection cf 
humility and love be inherent; let it dwell 
in you. Let it fill your own heart and influ- 
ence your own life: So ſhall you avoid the 
deluſion of the virgins, who give you to un- 
derſtand that the oil of their perfeQion 1s all 
contained in the ſacred veſſel which formerly 
hung on the croſs, and therefore their falva- 
tion is finiſhed, they have oil enough in that 
rich veſſel; manna enough and to ſpare in 
that golden pot. Chriſt's heart was perfect, 
and therefore theirs may ſafely remain im- 
perfect, yea, full of indwelling ſin, till death, 
the meſſenger of the bridegroom come to 


cleanſe, and fil them with perfect love at 
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the midnight cry! Deluſive hope! Can any 
thing be more abſurd than for a pen, dry 
branch to fancy that it has ſap and moiſture 
enough in the vine which it cumbers? Or for 
an impenitent adulterer to boaſt, that in tlie 
Lord he has chaſtity and righteouſneſs ? Where 
did Chriſt ever ſay, have ſalt IN ANO- 
THER ? Does he not ſay, take heed that ye be 
not deceived *— Have ſalt in yourſelves, Mark 
ix. $0. Does he not impute the deſtruction 
of ſtony ground-hearers to their not having 
root in themſelves, Matth. xii. 21. If it was 
the patient man's comfort, that the root of the 
matter was found in him, is it not deplorable 
to hear modern helievers ſay, without any 
explanatory clauſe, that they have nothing 
but fin ia themſelves ? But is it enough to have 
the root in onr/elves? Muſt we not alſo have 
the fruit—yea, be filled with the fruits of righ- 
teonſneſs, Phil. i. 11, Is it not St. Peter's 
doctrine, where he ſays, if theje things be in 
you, and abound, ye hall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of Chrift, 2 Pet. 1. 8. 
is And is it not that of David, where he prays, 
io create in me a clean heart, Se. Away then 
| with all Antinomian refinements: And if, 
with St. Paul, you will have ſalvation and 
rejoicing in yourſelves and not in another; 
make fure of holineſs and perfection in your- 
elves, and not in another. | 
But while. you endeavour to avoid the 
ſnare 
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fnare of the Antinomians, do not run into that 
of the Phariſees, who will have their per- 
ſection of themſelves; and therefore, by their 
own unevangelical efforts, felf-concerted 
willings, and ſel*-prefcribed runnings, en- 
deavour to rai/e 'erks of their own kindling, 
and to warm they. elves 5y their own painted 
fires, and fruitleſs igitations. Feel your im- 
potence. Own t!.at no man has quiekened (and 
perfected) his own Hul. Ee content to in- 
vite, receive, and welcome the light of life: 
but never attempt to form or to engroſs it. 
It is your duty to wait for the morning light, 


and to rejoice when it viſits you; but were 


you to grow ſo ſelf-conceited as th ſay, * I 
will create a ſun ; Let there be light ;* or it, 
when the light viſits your eyes, you ſhould 
ſay, I will bear a ſtock of light, I will fo 
fill my eyes with light to-day, that to- 
* morrow I {hall almoſt be able to do my 
« work without the ſun, or at leaſt without 
a conſtant dependance upon its beams 
would ye not betray a ſpecies of felf deifying 
idolatry, and ſatanical pride? If our Lord 
h mſelf (as /on of man) would not have one 
grain of human goodneſs, of him/elf, if he ſaid, 
Why calleft thou me good? There is none good 
(ſelf-good, or good of himſelf) but God; who 
can wonder enough at thoſe proud Chrit- 
tians, who clazm = ſelf-originated good- 
neſs; boaſting of what they have received 
as if they had not received it; or uling what 


they 
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they have received without an humble ſenſe 
of their conſtant dependance upon their 
heavenly Benefactor? To avoid this horrid 
deluſion of the Phariſees, learn to ſee, to 
feel, and to acknowledge, that of the Father, 
through the Son, and by the Holy Ghoſt 
are all your Urim and Thummim; your lights 
and ferfedtions: And while the Lord 4 
From me is thy fruit found, Hol. xiv. 8. bow at 
his foot-ſtool, and gratefully reply, Of thy 
Fulneſs have all we received, and grace for grace, 
John i. 16. For thou art the Father of lights, 
from whom cometh every good and ferfect gift, 
James i. 17. Of thee, and through thee, and to 
thee are all things : To thee (therefore) be the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen, Rom. xi. 36. 
VII. Vou will have this humble and thank- 
ſul diſpoſition, if you let your repentance caſt 
deeper roots. For if Chriſtian Perfection 
implies a forſaking of all ixward, as well as 
outward ſin; and if true repentance is a grace 
6 whereby we for/ake ſin, it follows, that, to 
| attain Chriſtian Perfection we mult fo follow 
our Lord's evangelical precept, Refent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand, as to leave no 
ſin no bolom-fin—no heart-ſin—no indwell- 
ing fin aurtheuted of, and of conſequence un- 
For/aken., He whoſe heart is ſtill full of in- 
dwelling fin, has no more truly repented of 
indwelling fin, than the man whole mouth 
is {till defiled with filthy talking and jeſting, 
has truly repented of his ribaldry. The 
T4 deeper 
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deeper our ſorrow for, and deteſtation of 
indwelling ſin is, the more penitently do we 
confeſs the plague of our heart; and when we 
properly confeſs it, we inherit the bleſſing 
promiſed in theſe words, F we confeſs our 
fins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive ws our fins, 
and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. | 

To pramote this deep repentance, con; 
fider how many ſpiritual evils ſtill haunt 
your breaſt. Look into the inward chamber 
of imagery, where aſſuming lelf-love, ſur- 
rounded by a multitu:le of vain thoughts, 
fooliſh defires, and wild imaginations, keeps 
her court. Grieve that your heart, which 
{ſhould be all fleſh, is yet partly ſtone; that 
your ſoul which ſhould be only a temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt, is yet fo frequently turned 
into a den of thieves, an hole for the cocka- 
trice, a neſt for a brood of ſpiritual vipers— 
for the remains of envy, jealouſy, fretfulneſs, 
anger, pride, impatience, peeviſhneſs, ſor- 
mality, ſloth, prejudice, bigotry, carnal con- 


fidence, evil ſhame, ſelf-righteouſneſs, tor- 
menting fears, uncharitable ſuſpicions, idola- 


trous love, and I know not how many of 
the evils which form the retinue of hypocriſy 
and unbelief. Through grace detect theſe 
evils by a cloſe attention to what paſſes in 
your own heart at all times, but eſpecially 
in an hour of temptation. By frequent and 


deep confeſſion, drag out all theſe abomina - 
lions. 


Theſe fins, which would not have 
Christ 


* 


fo 2 
Chriſt to reign alone over you, bring before. 
him : place them in the light of his counte- 
nance; and (if you do it in faith) that light, 
and the warmth of his love, will kill them, 
as the light and heat of the ſyn kill the 
worms, which the plow turns up to the open 
air in a dry ſummer's day. So 
Nor plead that you can do nothing: For, 
by the help of Chriſt, who is always ready to 
aſſiſt the helpleſs, ye can ſolemnly ſay upon 
your knees, what ye have probably ſaid in an 
airy manner to yaur profeſling friends. If ye 
ever acknowledged to them, that your heart 
is deceitful, prone to leave undone what ye 
9 to do, and ready to do what ye ought 
to leave undone ; ye can undoubtedly make 
the ſame confeſſion to God. Complain to 
him who can help you, as you have done ta 
thoſe who cannot. Lament, as you are able, 
the darkneſs of your mind, the ſtiffneſs of 
your will, the dullneſs or exorbitancy of 
your affections, and importunately intreat 
the God of all grace to renew a right ffirit 
within you, If ye ſorrow after this godly fort, 
what carefulneſs will be wrought in you! what 
indignation! what fear] what velement defire ! 
ht zeal ! yea, what revenge .. . . Ye will 
then ſing in faith, what many ſing in un- 
belief : | 
O how I hate thoſe luſts of mine, 
That crucihed my God; 
Thoſe ſins that pierc'd and nail'd his fleſh 


Fait to the fatal wood, 
| Jes, 


Lee, 


= 


Yes, my Redeemer, they hall DIF, 

My heart hath ſo decreed; 

Nor will 1 ſhare thoſe guilty things, 
That made my Saviour bleed. 


Whilſt with a melting, broken heart, 
My murder'd Lord I view, 

I'1l raiſe revenge againſt my fins, 
And SLAY the murderers too. 


VIII. Cloſely connected with this deep 
repentance is the practice of a judicious, 
univerſal ſelf-denial. JF thou wilt be fienfect, 


ſays our Lord, deny thy/elf: Take uf thy croſs 


daily, and follow me, He that loveth father, or 
mother, (much more he that loveth praiſe, 
pleaſure or money) more than me, is not worthy 
of me: Nay, whoſoever wiil ſave his life all 
loſe it; and wwhoſaever will loſe it for my ſake, 
Hall fave it, Many deſire to live and reign 
with Chriſt, but few chuſe to ſuffer an1 die 
with him. However, as the way of the croſs 
leads to heaven, it undoubtedly leads to 
Chriſtian Perfection. To avoid the croſs 
therefore, or to decline drinking the cup of 
vinegar and gall, which God permits your 
friends or foes to mix for you, is to throw 
away the aloes, which divine wiſdom puts 
to the breaſts of the mother of harlots, to 


wean you from her and her witcherafts : It 


is to refuſe a medicine which is kindly pre- 
| pared 
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pared to reſtore your health and appetite: 
In a word, it is to renounce the phyſician 
who heals all our infirmities when we take his 
bitter draughts, ſubmit to have our impoſt- 
humes opened by his ſharp lancet, and yield 
to have our proud fleſh walted away by his 
painful cauſtics. Our Lord was made a fer- 
Feet Saviour through ſufferings, and we may be 
made perfect Chriſtians in the ſame manner. 
We may be called to ſuffer, till all that 
which we brought out of ſpiritual Egypt is 
conſumed in an howling wilderneſs, in a 
diſmal Gethſemane, or on a ſhameful Calvary, 
Should this lot be reſerved for us, let us not 
imitate our Lord's imperfect diſciples, who 
for/ſook him and fled, but let us ſtand the fiery 
trial, till all our fetters are melted, and all 
our droſs purged away. Fire is of a purga- 
tive nature : It ſeparates the droſs from the 
gold; and the fiercer it is, the more quick 
and powerful is its operation. He that is left 
in Zion, and he that remaineth in Feruſalem, 
/hall be called holy, c. when the Lord hall laue 
waſhed away the filth of the daughters of Lion, 
and fhall have juurged the blood of Feruſalem by 
the fhirit of judgment, and by the ſpirit of burn- 
ing, Ia. iv. 4. T will bring the third fart 
through the fre, ſaith the Lonk and will refine 


them as ſilver is refined, and will try them as gold 
zs tried : they hall call on my name, and I will 
hear them : I will ſay, It is my fieofele; and they 
Hall Jay, The Lord is my God, Lech. xiii. g. 

| There- 
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Therefore, if the Lord ſhould ſuffer the 87% 


men in his camp, or the frongeft men in Satan's 
army, to caſt you into a furnace of fiery 


temptations, come not out of it til: you are 


called. Let patience have its ſiefect work, 
Meekly keep your trying flation, till your 
heart 1s diſengaged from all that is earthly, 


and till the ſenſe of God's preſerving power 


kindles in you ſuch a faith in his omnipotent 


love, as few experimentally know, but they 
who have ſeen themſelves like the myſterious 
buſh in Horeb, burning and yet unconſumed; 
or they who can ſay with St. Paul, We are 
kiiled all the day long; and behold we live ! 

« Temptations (ſays Kempis) are often 
very profitable to men, though they be 
troubleſome and grievous: for in them 
a man 1s humbled, purified, and inſtructed. 
« All the ſaints have paffed through, and 
profited by many tribulations : And they 
that could not bear temptations, became 
reprobates, and fell away.” My ſon 
“(adds the author of Ecclefiaſticus, chap. 
ii. I.) if thou come to ſerve the Lord,” 
(in the fierfedt beauty of holineſs) * prepare thy 
„ ſoul for temptation. Set thy heart aright; 
« conltantly endure; and make not haſte in 
the time of trouble. Whatever is brought 
upon thee, take cheerfully ; and be pati- 
ent when thou art changed to a low eſtate: 
tor gold is tried and purified in the fire, 
and acceptable men in the furnace of ad- 
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« verſity.” And therefore, ſays St. James, 
Blefſed is the man that endureth tempitation for, 
when he is tried he Jhall receive the crown ꝙ life, 
which the Lord hath firomijed to them that love 
him, James i. 12. Patiently endure then, 
when God for a /eaſon (if need be) will ſuffer 
you to e in heavine/s through manifold tempita- 
tions By this means, the trial of your faith, 
being much more hrecious than that of gold which 
feeriheth, though it be tried in the fire, will be 
found unto firaiſe, and honour, and glory, at the 
aſihearing of Fejus Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 7. 
IX. Deep repentance is good, goſpel ſelf- 
denial] is excellent, and a degree of patient 
reſignation in trials is of unſpeakable uſe to 
attain the perfection of love: But as fair 
immediately works by love, it is of far more 
immediate uſe to purity the foul. Hence it 
is, that Chrift, the prophets, and the apoſ- 
tles, ſo ſtrongly inſiſt upon #ath ; aſſuring us 
that, ve will not believe, wwe all not be 
e/tabliked, —that, if we will believe, we Hall 
fee the glory of God, —we Hall be ſaved, aud 
river * living water ſhall flow from our inmo/t 
fouls ; that our hearts are purified by faith; and 
that wwe are ſaved by grace through faith : They 
tell us, that Chrift gave himſelf for the church, 
that he might ſanttify and cleanſe it—by the word, 
that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious church, 
not having ſſiot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing ; 
but that it Siould be holy and <withont blemi/h. 
; | N OW, 
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Now, if believers are to be clean/ed and made 


without blemii BY THE WORD (which 


teſtifies of the all-atoning blood, and of the 
power and love of the Spirit) it is evident 
that they are to be ſanctified by faith; for 
faith, or believing, has as neceſlary a refer- 


ence to the word, as 2 has to food, For 


the fame reaſon the apoſtle obſerves, that 


they who believe enter into reſt ;—that a fromiſe 
being left us of _—_ into reſt, we /hould there- 


fore fear, and take heed not to fall ſiort of it 


through unbelief ;—that we ought to take warn- 
ing by the Iſraelites, who could not enter 


into the land of promiſe, becauſe of unbelief ;— 


that we are filled with all joy and freace in 


believing and that Chrift is able to ſave to the 
uttermoft them who come unto God through him. 
Now coming, in the ſcripture language is 
another expreſſion for believing: He that 


cometh to God (lays the apoſtle) muſt believe; — — 


and our Lord cries, I am the bread of life : he 
that cometh to me Mall never hunger ; and he that 
believeth on me. all never thirff, Hence, it ap- 
pears that fa; is peculiarly neceſſary to 
thoſe who will be /aved to the uttermoſt,— 
eſpecially a firm faith in the capital promiſe 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt the promiſe of the 


Shirit of holineſs, from the Father, through 


the Son. For, How Hall they call on him, in 
whom they have not believed? Or, how can the 
earneſtly plead the truth, and ſteadily wait 
for the performance of a promiſe, in which 
| 0 they 
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8 faith ?=This doctrine of faith 
is ſupported by St. Peter's words; Goa, 'whs 
Inotuell the hearts, bare them "witneſs, giving 
them the Holy Ghoft—and purifying their heart: 
' by faith, Acts xv. 8, 9. For the fame pri! 
of faith, which in part purifies our hearts 
when we cordially believe the hardoning love 
of God, completely cleanfes them when we 
fully believe his ſanctih inꝝ love. 
X. This direction about faith being of 
the utmoſt importance, I fhalt confirm and 
explain it by an extract from Mr. Wefley's 
forty-third ſermon, Which points out“ Ile 
& /crifture-way of /alvation.”” * Fhough it be 
allowed (ſays this judicious divine) that 
both this repentance and its fruits are ne- 
+ celſary to fol 
0 cath either in the /ame ſenſe with faith, 
© or in the /ame degree; not in the /ame degree; 
for theſe fruits are only neceſſary cond:- 
© tionally, if there be time and opportunity 
for them, otherwiſe a man may be fanctt- 
_ * fied without them. But he cannot be ſanc- 
6 tified without faith. Likewiſe let a man 
have ever fo much of this repentance, or 
ever ſo many good works, yet all this does 
s not at all avail, he is not ſanctified till he 
believes. But the moment he believes 
+ with, or without thofe fruits, yea, with 
© more or leſs of this repentance, he is ſanc- 
* tified. Not in the /ame ſenſe; for this re- 
+ pentance and cheſe fruits are only remotely 
nec eſſaryʒ 


[ falvation, yet they are not 
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neceſſary, neceſſary in order to the con- 
tinuance of his faith, as well as the increaſe 
of it: whereas ſaith is immediately and di- 
rectly neceſſary to ſanctification. It remains 
that Fay# is the only condition, which is 
immediately and froximately neceſſary to 
ſanctifieation. | 


+ But what is that faith whereby we are” 


ſanQified, ſaved from fin, and perfected in 
love? It is a drvine evidence and conviction, 
1. That God hath promiſed it in the holy 
tcripture. Till we are throughly ſatisfied 
of this, there is no moving one ſtep. further. 
And one would imagine there needed not 
one ward more, to ſatisfy a reaſonable man 
of this, than the ancient promiſe, Then will 


1 circumciſe thy heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, 


to love the Lord your God with all your heart," 


and with all your ſaul. How clearly does 
this expreſs the being perfected in love? 
How ſtrongly imply the being ſaved from 
all ſin? For as long as love taxes up the 


whole beart, what room is there for fin 


therein? — 2 It is a divine evidence and con- 
viction, that what God has promiſed he is 
able to perform. Admitting therefore that 
with, men it is imhiſſible, to bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean, to purify the heart 
from all ſin, and to fill it with all holineſs; 
yet this creates no difficulty in the caſe, 
ſeeing with God all things are froffible.—3. It 


is an evidence and conviction, that he is able 


D 2 and 


(0-3 


b. and willing to do it now. And why not? 
* Is not a moment with him the ſame as a 
*. thouſand years? He cannot want more 
* time to accompliſh whatever is his will, 
We may therefore boldly ſay, at any point 
© of time, Now is the day of ſalvation, Behold ! 
© All things are now ready ! Come to the mar- 
* riage/—4. To this confidence, That God 
is both able and willing to ſanctify us now, 
there needs to be added one thing more, 
a divine evidence and conviction, That he doth 
it. In that hour it is done. God ſays to 
the inmoſt ſoul, According to thy faith, be 
it wnto thee! Then the ſoul is pure from 
every ſpot of ſin; it is clean from all un- 

righteouſneſs. 2 | 
. Thoſe who have low ideas of faith, will 
— be ſurprized to ſee how much Mr. 
eſley aſcribes to that Chriſtian grace, and 
to mquire why he ſo nearly connects our 
believing that God cleanſes us from all fin, with 
God's actual cleaning of ws from all fin. But 
their wonder will ceaſe, if they conſider the 
definition which this Divine gives of faith in 
the ſame ſermon. * Faith, in general (ſays 
he) is defined by the apoſtle, An evidence, 
a divine evidence and conviction (the word, 
© uſed by the apoſtle means both) of things 
not ſeen: not viſible, nor perceivabte either 
by fight, or by any other of the external 
* ſenſes. It implies both a ſupernatural evi- 
* dence of God, and of the things of God, 
1 | Kine 
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Kind of /tiritual light or perception thereof! 
t accordingly the ſcripture ſpeaks of God's 
giving ſometimes light, ſometimes a power 
of diſcerning it. 80 St. Paul. God who 
* commanded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath 
e /hined in our e to give us the ** of the 
e 


Feſus Chriſt, And elſewhere the ſame apol- 
© tle ſpeaks of the eyes of our underftanding be- 
ing okened. By this two-fold ofteration of the 
* Holy Spirit, having the eyes of our ſouls 
* both opened and inlightened, we ſee the 
things which the natural eye hath not ſcen, 
+ neither the ear heard, We have a proſpect 
* of the inviſible things of God: we fee the 
t /frritual world which is all round about us, 
and yet no more diſcerned by our natural 


+ faculties, than if it had no being: and we 


* ſee the eternal world, piercing through the 
? veil which hangs between time and eter- 
5 nity. Clouds and darkneſs then reſt upon 
© it no more, but we already fee the glory 
+ which ſhall be revealed.” FH 

From this ſtriking definition of faith it is 
evident, that the doctrine of this addreſs ex- 
actly coincides with Mr, Weſley's Sermon; 
with this verbal difference only, that what 


he calls faith implying a two-fold oferation of 


the /hirit productive of fhiritual light, and 
ſupernatural fight ! T have called faith appre- 
bending a ſanctifying Jahtiſm (or out-frouring) 


of the Spirit, I make this rematk for the ſake 
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ef thoſe who ſancy, that, when a doQrine is 


clothed with expreſſions which are not quite 
familiar to them, it is a nem doctrine, although 
theſe expreſſions ſhould be as ſcriptural as 
thoſe of a bahtiſin, or out. ouring of the Spirit, 
which are uſed by ſome of the prophets, by 
wp; the Baptiſt, by the four evangeliſts, and 
by Chriſt himſelf. ©: gy 

I have already pointed out the cloſe con- 
nection there is, between an act of farth 
which fully apprehends the ſanctifying pro- 
miſe of the Father, and the power of the' 
Spirit of Chriſt, which makes an end of 
moral corruption by forcing the lingering man 
of ſin inflantaneoufly to breathe out his laſt. 
Mr. Weſley in the ahove-quoted ſermon 
touches upon this delicate ſubject in fo clear 
and conciſe a manner, that | ſhall tranſcribe 
the whole paſſage, and by this means, put 
the ſeal of that eminent Divine to what ! 
have advanced, in the preceding pages, 
about ſanctifying faith, and the quick de- 
ſtruction of ſn. 

Does God work this great work in the 
foul gradually or inflantancoufly ? Perhaps it 
may be gradually wrought in ſome: I mean 
in this Tenſe. They do not advert to the 


1 moment, wherein fin ceaſes to 
e. But it is infinitely deſirable, were it 
© the will of God, that it ſhould be done 
inſtantaneouſly ; that the Lord ſhould de- 
+ firoy ſin by the breath of his mouth, in a mo- 

| ; . | ment, 


© ment, in the twinkling of an eye. And 
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ſo he generally does: A plain fact, of 
which there is evidence enough to. ſati: 

any unprejudiced perſon. Thou therefore 
look for it every moment. Look for it m 


the way above deſcribed; in all thoſe good 


works, whereunto thou art created anew 
in Chriſt Jeſus. There is then no danger: 
you can be no worſe, if you are no better 
for that expectation. For were you to be 
diſappointed of your hope, ſtill you loſe 
nothing. But you fhall not be diſappointed 
of your hope: it will come, and will not 
tarry. Look for it then every day, every 
hour, every moment, Why not this hour, 
this moment ? Certainly you may look for 
it ow, if you believe it is by faith. And 


by this token you may ſurely know whither 


you ſeek it by faith or by works. If by 
works, you want ſomething to be done 
firſt ! before you are ſanctified. You think, 
„ mutt firſt be or do thus, or thus.” Then 


you are ſeeking it by works unto this day. 
If you ſeek it by faith, you may expett it 


as you are: Andif as you are, then expect 


it 2ow. It is of importance to obſerve that 


there is an inſeparable conneftion between 


theſe three points, expect it by faith, ex- 
pect it as you arc, and expect it ow. To 
deny one of them 1s to deny them all: to 


allow one is to allow them all. Do you be- 
lieve, we are ſandtified by fairh? Be true 
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6 then to your principle; and look for this 
$ blefling juſt as you are, neither better noe 
$ worle, as a poor ſinner, that has itil! no- 
thing to pay, nothing to plead, but CAriſ 
died. And if you look for it as you are, 
then expect it now. Stay for nothing: 
Why ſhould you? Chriſt is ready; and he 
$ is all you want. He is waiting for you ; 
* he is at the door! Let your inmoſt foul 
* cry out, | 


Come in, come in, thou heavenly gueſt! 
Nor hence again remove: 

But ſup with me, and let the feaſt 
6 Be everlaſting love.“ 


XI. Social prayer is eloſely eonnected with 
Faith, in the capital promiſe of the ſanQify- 
ing Spirit; and therefare I earneſtly recom- 
mend that mean of grace (where it can be 
had) as being eminently uſeful to the attain- 
ing of Chriſtian perfection. When many 
believing hearts are lifted up, and wreſtle 
with God in prayer together, you may com- 
Pare them to many diligent hands, which 
work a large pump. At ſuch times, parti- 
cularly, the fountains of the great deep are 
broken np, the windows of heaven are 
qpened, and rivers of living water flow from 
the heart of obedient believers, 
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- In Chriſt when brethren join, 
And follow after peace, 
The fellowſhip divine 
He promiſes to bleſs, 
His chiefeſt graces to beſtow, 
Where two or three are met below, 


Where unity takes place, 
The joy of heaven we provez 
This is the goſpel grace, 
The unction from above, 
The Spirit on all believers ſhed, 
Deſcending ſwiſt ſrom Chriſt their head. 


Accordingly we read, that, when God 
powerfully opened the kingdom of the Holy 
Ghoſt on the day of Penticoſt, the diſciples 
were all with one accord in one glace. And when 
he confirmed that kingdom, they were lifting 
up their voice to God with one accord. See 


Acts ii. 1. & iv. 24. 


XII. But perhaps thou art alone. As a 
ſolitary bird which ſitteth on the houſe- top, 
thou lookeſt for a companion who may go 
with thee through the deepeſt travel of the 
regeneration. But alas! thou lookeſt in 
vain: All the profeſſors about thee ſeem ſatis- 


fied with their former experiences, and with 


ſelf-imputed or ſelf-conceited perfection. 
When thou giveſt them a hint of thy want of 
power from on high, and of thy hunger and 
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thirſt after a fulneſs of righteouſneſs, they do 
not {ſympathize with thee. And indeed how 
can they? They are full already, they reign 
<vithout thee, they have need of nothing. They 
do not ſenſibly want that God would grant them, 
according to the riches of his glory, to be firength- 
ened with might, by his ſſtirit in the inner man, 
that Chrift may dwell in their hearts by faith, that 


they being rooted and grounded in love, may com- 


frehend with all ſaints (perfected in love) what 


7s the breadth, and length, and defith, and height, 
and to know the love of Chrift which faſſeth tnotru- 
l. dge, that they might be filled with all the fulneſs 
of God, Eph. in. 16—19. They look upon 
thee as a whimſical perſon, full of ſingular 


_ notions, and they rather damp, than enliven 


thy hopes. Thy circumſtances are fad ; but 
do not give place to deſpair, no not for a 
moment. In the name of Chriſt, who could 
not get even Peter, James, and John, to 
watch with him one hour; and who was 
obliged to go through his agony alone; —in 
his name, I ſay, % not away thy confidence, 
which has great recomfience of reward. Under 
all thy diſcouragements, remember that, af- 


ter all, divine grace is not confined to num- 


bers, any more than to a few. When all 
outward helps fail thee, make the more of 
Chriſt, on whom ſufficient hel 75 laid for thee, — 
Chriſt, who ſays, Iwill go with thee through fire 
and water : The former all not burn thee, nor 
the latter drown Ilie. Jacob was alone * 

S 


a 


he wreſtled with the angel, yet he prevailed: 
And if the ſervant is not above his maſter, won- 
der not, that it ſhould be ſaid of thee, as of 
thy Lord, when he went through his greateſt 
temptations, Of the fahle there was none with 


{lt 


Should thy conflicts be with confuſed neiſe 
91th burning and fuel of fire; ſhould thy Feriſa- 
lem be rebuilt in troublous times; ſhould the Lord 


ate not the earth only, but alſo the heaven ; ſhould 


dechi call unto deefe at the noiſe of his water-/frouts 
ſhould all his waves and billows go over thee ; 
ſhould thy patience be tried to the uttermoſt ; 
remember how in years paſt thou haſt tried 
the patience of God, nor be diſcouraged ; 
An extremity, and a ſtorm, are often God's 


opportunity. A blaſt of temptation, and a 


ſhaking of all thy foundations, may introduce 
the fulneſs of God to thy ſoul, and anſwer 


the end of the ruſhing wind, and of the haking, 


which formerly accompanied the firſt great 
manifeſtations of the Spirit. The Jews ſtil] 
expect the coming of the Meſſiah in the fleſh ; 
and they particularly expect it in a ſtorm. 
When lightnings flaſh, when thunders roar, 
when a ſtrong wind ſhakes their houſes, and 
the tempeſtuous ſky ſeems to ruſh down in 


thunder-ſhowers : then /ome of them particu- 


larly open their doors and windows, to en- 
tertain their wiſhed-for deliverer. Do ſpi- 
ritually, what they do carnally. Conſtantly 
wait for full power from on high : but 5 y 

| when 


( 66 ) 
when a ſtorm of affliction, temptation, or dif+- 
trels overtakes thee; or when thy convic-' 
tions and delires raiſe thee above thyſelf, as 
the waters of the flood raiſed Noah's ark 
above the earth; then be particularly care- 
ful to throw the door of thy faith, and the 
window of thy hoe as wide open as thou 
canſt, and ſpreading the arms of thy imper- 
fect lobe, ſay with all the ardoyr and reſigna- 
tion, of which thou art maſter, 


My heart-ſtrings gran with deep complaint, 
My fleſh lies panting, Lord, for thee ; | 

And every limb, and every joint, | 
Stretches for perfect purity. 


But if the Lord is pleaſed to come /5/?ly to 
thy help; if he makes an end of thy corrup- 
tions by helping thee gently to fink to unknown 
depths of meekneſs; if he drowns the in- 
dwelling man of fin by baptizing—by plung- 
ing him into an abyſs of humility ; do not 
find fault with the fmplicity of his method; 
the plainne/s of his appearing, and the com- 
monneſs of his preſcription. Nature, like 
Naaman, is full of prejydices. She expects 
that Chriſt will come to make her clean with 
as much ado, pomp, and buſtle, as the Syrian 
general looked for when he was wroth and 
aid, Behold I thought, he will ſurely come out to 
'me—and fland—and call on his God—and ftrike 
tus hand over the glace and recover the leßer. 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt frequently goes a muck plainer way 
to work : and by this means he diſconcerts 


all our pre-conceived notions and ſchemes of 


deliverance. *% Learn of me ta be meek and 
% lowly in heart, and thou ſlalt find reft to thy ſoul, 


« —the ſweet reſt of Chriſtian Perfection, of 


perfect humility, reſignation and meekneſs, 
© Lie at my feet, as ſhe did who loved 
“ much, and was meekly taken up with 4s 
% good fart, and the one thing need ful. But thou 
fretteſt; Thou deſpiſeſt es rabe of perfec- 
tion: It is too plain for thee : Thou flighteſt 
the ornament of a meek and quiet ſhirit, which, in 


the fight of God is of great firice: Nothing will 


{erve thy turn but a taudry coat of many co- 


| lours, which may pleaſe thy proud ſelf-will, 
and draw the attention of others by its glo- 


rious and flaming appearance; and it muſk 


iſpoſition, wonder 


be brayght to thee with N thunder ings, 


and voices, If this is thy 


not at the divine wiſdom, which thinks fit to 


diſappojut thy lofty prejudices; and let me 


addreſs thee as Naaman's ſervant addreſſed 


him: My brother, if the frophes had bid thee du 
ſome great thing, wauldſft thou not have done it? 
how much rather then, when he ſays to thee, * Tam 
& the mcek and lowly Lamb of God, waſh in the 
* ſtream of my blaod—plunge in the Jordan 
„of my humility, and be clean?” Inſtead 


therefore of going away ſrom a plain Jeſus 


in a rage, welcome him in his le appear- 
ance, and be perſuaded that he can as her, 
make 


ICS 
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make an end of thy ſin by gently coming in a 
Hill, ſmall voice, as by ruſhing in upon thee 
in a form; a fire, or an earthquake. The Jews 
rejected their Saviour, not ſo much becauſe 
they did not earneſtly defire his coming, as 
becauſe he did not come in the manner in 
which they expected him. It is probable 
that ſome of this Judaiſm cleaves to thee. If 
thou wil abſolutely come to Mount Sion in 
a triumphal chariot, or make thine entrance 
into the New Jeruſalem upon a prancing 


horſe, thou art likely never to come there, 


Leave then all thy lordly miſconceptions be- 
hind; and humbly follow thy king, who 
makes his entry into the typical Jeruſalem, 


mee and Imuly, riding uon an aſs, yea, upon a 


colt the fole of an aſs. I ſay it again therefore, 
whilſt thy faith and hope ſtrongly mfiſt on 
the bleſſing, let thy reſignation and patience 
Jeave to God's infinite goodneſs and wiſdom 
the peculiar manner of beſtowing it. When 
ne ſays, Surely 1 come quickly to make my abode 
2vith thee, let thy faith cloſe in with his word; 
Ardently and yet meekly embrace his pro- 
miſe : It will inſtantly beget power; and 
with that power thou mayeſt inſtantly bring 
forth prayer, and poſſibly the prayer which 


pHpens heaven, humbly wreſtles with God, in- 


herits the bleſſing, and turns the well-known 
petition, Amen, even ſo, Come Lord Feſus, into 


© the well-known praifes, He is come! He is 


The falt bears the ful 


( 69 ) 


repent, believe, and obey ; and he that cometh, 
will come, with a fulneſs of pure, meek, hum- 
ble love : He will not tarry: Or if he tarry, 
it will be to give to thy faith and deſires more 
time to open, that thou mayeſt at his appear- 
ing, be able to take in more of his perfecting 
grace and ſanctiſying power: Beſides, thy 


exfedtation of his coming is of a purifying na- 


ture, and gradually ſanctifies thee. He that 
has this hope in him, by this very hope, furifies 


himſelf, even as God is hure. For we are ſaved 


(into perfect love) 45 755 as well as by faith. 
corn in the ear, as well 

as the roof. 
Up then thou ſincere expectant of God's 
kingdom, let thy humble, ardent free-will 


meet preventing, ſanctifying free-grace in 


its weakeſt and darkeſt appearance, as the 
Father of the faithful met the Lord, when 
he aſtheared Io him in the plain of Mamre as a 
mere mortal. Abraham lifted uf: his eyes and 
laoked, and lo three men ſtood by him. So does 
free-grace (if I may venture upon the allu- 
fion) invite itſelf to thy tent: Nay, it is now 
with thee in its creating, redeeming, and 
ſanctifying influences. Aud when he /aw them, 

ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed 
himſelf tawards the ground. Go and do like- 
wiſe : If thou ſeeſt any beauty in the hum- 
bling grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, in the 
ſanctifying love of God, and in the comforta- 
ble Fellowhip of the Holy Ghoſt, let thy _ 

| W1 
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will ran to meet them, and bow tfſelf towards 
rhe ground O for a ſpeedy going out of thy 
tent—thy ſinful ſelf! O for a race of deſire 


tions! O for a meek and deep bowing of 
thyſelf before thy divine deliverer !— And. 
* aid, my Lord, if now 1 laut found 


Favour in thy fight, paſs not away, I fray thee, 


from thy ſervant.— 0 for the humble preſſing 
of a loving faith! O for the faith which ſtopt 
the ſun, when God avenged his people in 
the days of Joſhua! O for the importunate 
faith of the two diſciples, whe detained 
Chriſt, en he made as though he would have 
gone farther They conſtrained him, ſaying, abide 
with us, for it is towards evening, and the day is 


Far /hent. And he went in to. tarry- with them, 


He ſoon indeed vaniſhed out of their bodily 
ſight, becauſe they were not called akvays 
to enjoy his bodily preſence. Far from pro- 
miſing them that bleſſing, he had ſaid, Zr zs 
exfiedient for you that 1 go away: For if 1 g 
net away, the comforter will not come unto you; 
but if 1 dehart, I will fend him unto you tat 
lie may abide with you for ever — He dwelleth 
with you, and hall be in you. This promiſe 
is yea and amen in Chriſt; only plead it ac- 
cording to the preceding directions, and as 
ſure as our Lord is the faithful and true wit- 


_ 2/5, fo ſure will the God of Hohe and love ſoon 


Ml you with all joy and fieace, that ye may abound 
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ia pure love, as well as in confirmed hojie 
through tlie proxer of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Liſt up therefore, your hands which hang 


down: Our Aaron, our heavenly High-prieft, 
is near to hold them up: The fpiritaal Ama- 
lekites will not always prevail; Our Samuel, 
our heavenly prophet, i ready to cut them 
and their ting in pieces before the Lord. The 
fromiſe is unto you. You are ſurely called to 
attain the perfection of your diſpenſation, 
although you ſeem ſtitl afar off. Chriſt, in 
whom that perfection centers ;—Chriſt, from 
whom it flows, is very near, even at the 
door: Behold, ſays he, I Fand at the door and 
knock : If any mar. hear my voice, and ohen the 
door, I will come into him, and will ſuf: with 
im, upon the fruits of my grace in their 
Chriſtian perfection; and he ſhall ſup with 
me, upon the fruits of my glory, in their an- 
gelical and heavenly maturity. 
Hear his encouraging gofpel: Af, and 7? 
all be given you: Seek, and ye hall find: 
Knock, and it /{ all oe ofened unto yow. For every 


ene that afteth, receiveth 5 and he that ſeeketh, 
findeth : and to him that knocketh, it Mall be opened. 


tf any of you (believers) lack wiſdom (Chr iſt the 
wi/dom of God, and the frower of God, dwelling in 


his heart by faith) let him aſk of God, who giveth 


to all men liberally, and ufrbraideth not, and it 
Hall be given him, But let him aſt in faith, no- 
thing wavering ; for he that wavereth, is like a 
ware of the ſea, driven with the wind, and "fed : 

er 
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For Tet not that man think, that he all receive any 
thing which he (thus) aſteth; But whatſoever 
things ye defire; when ye ray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye all have them. For all things 
(commanded and promiſed) are poffible to him 
that believeth., He, who has commanded us 
to be ferfect in love, as our heavenly Father is 
herfect, and he who has promiſed fheedily to 
avenge his ele, who cry unto him day and might ; 
—he will ſpeedily avenge you of your grand 
adverſary, indwelling fin. He will ſay to 
you: According to thy faith, be it done unto thee * 
for he is able to do far exceeding abundantly, above 
all that we can aſt or think; and of his fulneſi 
Wwe may all receive grace for grace. We may 
all witneſs the gracious fulfilment of all the 
promiſes, which he has graciouſly made, that 
by them we might be partakers of the divine nature, 
o far as it can be communicated to mortals 
in this world. You ſee that, with men, what 
vou look for is impuofſible + But ſhow yourſelves 
believers: Take God into the account, and 
you will ſoon experience, that, with God all 
things are fofible, Nor forget the omnipotent 
Advocate, whom you have with him. Behold! 
he lifts his once pierced hands, and ſays, 
Father, ſanctiſy them through thy truth—that they 
may be fierfected in one: And, ſhewing to you 
the fountain of atoning blood, and purifying 
water, whence flow the ſtreams which cleanſe 
and gladden the hearts of believers, he fays 
* Ferily, verily, I fay unto you, Whatfeever ye 


Shall 


- 


1 


© hall aft the Father in my name, he will give it 
© you." Hitherto have ye aſked nothing in my 
name e Aſt, and ye ſhall receive, that your j 
* may be full. If I try your faith by a little 
delay if I hide my face for a moment, it 
is only to gather you with everlaſting kindneſs. 
Now ye have forrow, but I will ſee you again, 
and your heart ſhall rejoice, and your jey no 
man taketh from you. In that day ye Hall 
aſk me no queſtion, for you ſhall not have 
my bodily preſence. But my Urim and 
Thummim will be with you; and the Spirit 
* of truth will himſelf lead you into all (chriſ- 
© tian) truth.” N 


** 
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O ſor a firm and laſting faith, 

To credit all th' Almighty ſaith, 
T' embrace the hromiſe of his Son, 
And feel the Comforter our own, 


In the mean time be not afraid to 2 
oe. 


glory to God by believing in lone, againſt 

Stagger not at the Promiſe (of the Father and 
the Son) through unbelief : but truſt the power 
and faithfulneſs of your Creator and Redeemer, 
till your Sandifer has fixed his abode in your 
heart. Wait at mercy's door, as the lame 


beggar did at the beautiful gate of the temfile. 


Peter faſtening his eyes hon him, with Fohn, 


| ſaid, Look on us: And he gave heed to them, 


extedting to receive ſomething of them. Do ſo 
E — a1 
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frreſence of all the wondering Jews, will Hive | 
0 


=. 
too: Give heed to the Father in the Son, 
who ſays, Look unis me, and be ye ſaved, 
Expect to receive the one thing now needful 
for you, a fülneſs of the nag ſpirit. 
And though your patience my be tried, it 
ſhall not be diſappointed. he faith and 
Dower, which (at St. Peter's word) gave 
the poor cripple a jafeft forndneſs in the 


ou (at Chriſt's word) a perfect foundneſs 
cart, in the preſence of all your adverſaries, 


& Faith, mighty faith, the premiſe ſees, 
6 And looks to that alone, 

& Laughs at impoſſibilities, 
& And cries, It ſhall be done.“ 


„ Faith aſks impoſſibilities : 
« Tmpoſſibilities are given; 
= And I, ev'n I, from fin ſhall ceaſe, 


Shall live on earth the life of heaven.” 


Faith always works by love; by love of 
defire at leaft; making us ardently pray for 
what we believe to be eminently defirable. 
And if Chriſtian On appears fo to 

you might perhaps expreſs your earneft 
Unions of it * Ne Gras wards. as theſe: 
* How long, Lord, fhall my ſoul—thy ſpiri- 
* tual temple, be a den. of thieves, or an 
| « houls 


Son, 
ved, 
ful 
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s houſe of merchandize? How long ſhall 
© vain thoughts prophane it, as the Suyers and 
Hellers prophaned thy temple made with 
+ human hands? How long ſhalt evil tem- 
pers lodge within me? How long ſhall 


; 
+ unbelief, formality, hypocriſy, envy, han- 
6 kering after fenfial ature. indifference 
to fpiritual delights, and backwardneſs to 
painful or ignominious duty, harbour theſe ? 
How long ſhall theſe ze and doves, yea, 
« theſe goats and ferpents defile my breaſt 
* which ſhould be pure as te Holy of Holies 
© How long ſhall they hinder me from being 
one of the worſtiſilers whom thou ſeckeft; — 
one of thoſe who worſhip thee in /hirit and 
in truth? O help me to take away theſe 
s cages of unclean Bad. Suddenly come to thy 
6 remfile, Turn out all that offends the eye of 
thy purity; and deſtroy all that keeps me 
* out of the reſt which remains for thy Chriſtian 
6 /cofile : fo ſhall T keep a ſpiritual /abbath— 
4 Chriſtian jubilee to the God of my life; 
* ſo ſhall I witneſs my ſhare in he oil of ey, 
with which thou anointeſt perfe# Chriſtians 
+ above their fellow-belierers. I ſtand in 
need of that oil, Lord: My lamp burns 
dim: ſometimes it ſeems to he even gone 
+ out, as that of the fooliſh virgins: It is 
more like a /noaking flax, than a burning 
* and /hining light, O] quench it not; ol 
$ raiſe it to a flame. Thou knoweſt that 
E * 40 
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6 do believe in thee. The trembling hand of 
* my faith holds thee: and though I have 


$ faith 


ten thouſand times grieved thy parconiog 
love, thine everlaſting arm is ſtill under 
me, to redeem my life from deſtruction; 
while thy right hand is over me, to crown 
me with mercies and loving kindneſs. But 
alas! I am neither ſufficiently thankful for 
thy fre/eut mercies, nor ſufficiently athirſt 
for thy future favours. Hence I feel an 
2 void in my ſoul; being conſeious 
that I have not attained the heights of 
grace deſcribed in thy word, and enjoyed 

y the holieſt of thy ſervants. Their deep 
experiences, the diligence 'and ardour, 
with which they did thy will; the patience 
and fortitude with which they endured the 
croſs, reproach me, and convince me of my 
manifold wants. I want power from on high : 
J want the penetrating, laſting auction of the 
Holy One — I want to have my veſſel (my 


capacious heart) full of the oil, which makes 


the countenance-of wiſe virgins chearful :—] 


want a lamſ of heavenly illumination, and 


a fire of divine love, burning day and 
night in my breaſt, as the typical lamps 
did in the temple, and the ſacred fire on 
the altar ;—I want a full application of 
the blood which cleanſes from all ſin, and a 
ſtrong faith in thy ſanctifying word ;—a 
b which thou mayeſt dell in my ler, 

as 
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as the unwavering Lee of glory, and the 
fixed object of — ſy the in- 
* ternal Oracle thy ill, ſmall voice, together 
* with thy Urim and Thummim, thy lights and 
6 ferfettions, —the new name, which none knoweth, 
* but he that receiveth it. In a word, Lord, I 
want a plenitude of thy Spirit, the full 
promiſe of the Father, and the rivers which 
flow from the inmoſt fouls of the believers, 
who have gene on to the herfection of the 
goſpel diſpenſation. I do believe thou 


Ghoſt and with fire; Help my unbelief :. Con- 
firm and increaſe my faith, with regard to 


zo be thus baptized of thee, and I am ftrait- 
ened till this bahti/m be accompliſhed, By thy 
baptiſms of tears in the manger—of water 
in Jordan—of ſweat in Gethſemane—of 
blood and fire, and wvahour of ſmoke, and 
flaming wrath on Calvary, baptize, Oh 
baptize my foul, and make as full an end 
of the original ſin which J have from 
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Adam, as thy laſt baptiſm made of the 
| + likeneſs of finful feli, which thou hadſt from 


da daughter of Eve. Some of thy people 
look at death for full falvation from fin; 


| © but, at thy command, Lord, I ook unto 
| * THEE. Say to my foul, I am thy ſaluation: 
And let me feel in my heart, as well as 
| * ſee with my underſtanding, that 7hou canſt 


6 /ave 


canſt, and wilt thus bajttize me with the Holy 


this important baptiſm. Lord, I have need 
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& ſave from fin to the uttermoſt, all that come to 
6 God through thee. I am tired of forms, pro- 
© feflions, and orthodox notions; ſo far as 


« they are not pipes or channels to convey 


„life, light, and love to my dead, dark, and 


* ſtony heart. Neither the plain letter of 


thy goſpel, nor the ſweet foretaſtes and 
© tranſient illuminations of thy ſpirit, can 
«. ſatisfy the inlarged defires of my faith. 
© Give me thine abiding ſpirit, that he ma 
6. continually ſhed abroad thy love in my ſoul. 
Come, O Lard, with that bleſſed ſpirit ;— 
Come Thou, and thy Father, in that holy 
Comforter, —Come to make your abode 
with me; or I ſhall go meekly mourning to 
my grave.—Bleſſed mourning! Lord in- 
creaſe it. I had rather wait in tears for 
thy fulneſs, than wantonly waſte the frag- 
ments of thy ſpiritual bounties, or fecd 
with Laodicean contentment upon the. 
tainted manna of my former experiences. 
- Righteaus Father, I hunger and thirſt after 
thy righteouſneſs : Send thy Holy Spirit of 
promiſe ta fill me therewith, to /an&ify me 
throughout, and to ſeal me unto; the day of 
eternal redemption. Not for works of righ- 
teouſne/s which I have done, but of thy mercy, 
for Chriſt's ſake, /ave thou me by the com: 
plete waſhing of regeneration,, and the full 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, And in order 
to this, four out. of thy Spirits ſhed it abun- 
9 5 © dantly 
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© Jantly on me, till the fountain of living 

© water abundanily ſpring up in my ſoul, and 

I can ſay, in the full ſenſe of the words, 

* that hou liveſt in me, that my life is hid with 

* thee in God, and that my irit is returned to 

Him that gave it—to Thee, the Firft and the Ty 
Lat, my Author and my End—my God 4 
and my All”? 1 
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SECTION III. 


An Addreſs to Perfect Chriſtians * Shewing tlem 
how to walk worthy of God, who hath called 
them unto his kingdom and glory. 


VI have not attended to the preceding 
directions in vain, O ye men of God, who 
have mixed faith with your evangelical re- 
queſts, The God who ſays, Open thy mouth 
wide and I will fill it; the gracious God who 
declares, Bleed are they that hunger and thirff 
after righteouſneſs, for they Mall be filled: that 
faithful, covenant-keeping God has now 
FILLED you with all righteouſneſs, freace, and 


Joy in believing. The brightneſs of Chriſt's 


appearing has deſtroyed the indwelling mar 
in. He who had flain the lion and the 
bear (ne who had already done ſo great 


things for you) has now crowned all his 


bleflings by ſlaying the Goliah within. Aſpir- 
ing, unbelieving /e/ is fallen before the vic- 
torious ſon of David. The quick and frowerful 
word of God, which ts ſharper than any twoe-- 
edged ſword, has fiierced even to the dividing 
aſunder of foul and ſririt, The carnal mind is 
cut off; The circumciſion of the heart, throught 


the _ 


(8 ) 
the ſtirit, has fully taken place in your 


breaſts: And now, that mind is in you which 
was alſo in Chriſt Feſus : Ye are ſhiritually 
minded: Loving God with all your heart, and 
your neighbour as yourſelves, ye are full of good» 
neſs, ye keefe the commandments, ye obſerve the 
law of liberty, ye fulfil the law of Chriſt, Of 
him ye have learned to be meek and lowly in 
heart, Ye have FULLY taken his yoke eon 
you.; in ſo doing ye have found a ſweet abiding 
reſs unto your ſouls; and from bleſſed experi- 
ence ye can ſay, 4+ Chriſt's yoke 7s eaſy, and 
his burden is light: — His ways are ways of 
& peleaſantneſs, and all his paths are freace + All 
& ad gone of the Lord are mercy aud truth, unto 
& fuch as keep: his covenant, and his teſtimonies.” 
The beatitudes are ſenſibly yours: and the 
charity deſcribed by St. Paul, has the ſame 
place in your breaſts, which the tables of 
the law had in the ark of the covenant. Ye 
are the living temples of the trinity: The 
Hatler is your life, the Son your light, the 
Hirit your love: Ye are truly baptized into 
the myſtery of God, ye continue to drink 
into one ſhirit, and thus ye enjoy the grace of 
both ſacraments. There is an end of your 
Lo here!' and Lo there! The kingdom of God is 
now eſtabliſhed within you, Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs, freace, and joy are rooted in your 
breaſts by the Holy Gho/? given unto you, as an 
abiding guide and indwelling comforter. 
Your introverted eye of faith looks at God 
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who gently guides you with his eye into all the 
truth neceilary to make you do juftice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with your God. Sim- 
plicity of intention keeps darkneſs out of 
your mind, and purity of affection keeps 
wrong fires put of your breaſt. By the tor- 
mer, ye are without guile; by the latter, ye 
_ are without eqvy Your faſive will inſtantly - 
melts into the will of God; and on all occa- 
ſions you meekly ſay, Not my will, O Father, 
but thine be done Thus are ye always ready 
to SUFFER what ye are called to ſuffer, 
Your active will evermore ſays, Meat, Lord; 
thy ſervant heareth : What wouldft thou have me 
to do? It is my meat and drink to do the will of my 
teavenly Father : Thus are ye always ready 
to DO whatſoever ye are convinced that God 
calls you ta do; and whether ye eat or drink, 
or <chat/oever ye de, ye do all to the glory of God, 
and in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; re- 
ſoicing evermore; firaying without ceaſing ; in 
every thing giving thanks; ſolemnly looking for, 
and haſting unto the hour of your diſſolution, 
and the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire hall be diffolved, and your foul, being 
cloathed with a celeſtial body, ſhall be able 
9 do celeſtial ſervices to the God of your 
iſe. 

In this bleſſed ſtate of Chriſtian Perfec- 
tion, the holy anointing, which ye have received 
of him, abideth in you, and ye need not that any 
man teach ju, unless it be as the ſame anointing 

teacheth. 
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reacheth. Agreeably therefore, to that anoint- 
ing, which teacheth by a variety of means, 
which formerly taught a prophet by an /, 
and daily inſtructs God's children by the aut, 
I ſhall venture to fet hefore you ſome impor- 
tant directions, which the Holy Ghoſt has 
already ſuggeſted to your pure minds: For 1 


would net be negli gent to faut you in remembrance. 


of theſe things, though you know them, and be 
eftabliſhed in the greſent truth. Yea, I think it 
meet to flir you uf, by futting you in remembrance, 
and giving you ſome hints, which it is /are 
for you frequently to meditate upon. 

I. Adam, you know, loſt his human per- 


fection in paradiſe : Satan loſt his angelic 


perſection in heaven The devil thruſt fore 
at Chriſt in the wilderne/5, to throw him 
down from his mediatorial perfection: And 
St. Paul, in the ſame epiſtles where he pro- 
ſeſles not only Chriftian, but 4poftolic Perfec- 
tion alſo (Phil. iii. 15. 1. Cor. ii. 6. 2 Cor, 
Xii. 11.) informs us, that he continued to rn 
for the crown of heavenly perfection like a man, 
who might not only loſe his crown of Chr//- 
tian Perſection, but become a reprobate, and 
be caſt away. 1 Cor. ix. 25—27. And there- 
fore /o run ye allo, that no man take your crown 


of Chriſtian Perfection in this world, and 


that ye may obtain your crown of angelic per- 
feftion in the world to come. Still keep 
your body under. Still gaard your ſenſes. 


Still watch your own heart; and fedfaft in 


tlie 
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the faith, ſtill ret the devil, that he mny flec 
From you, remembering the words of the Cap- 
tain of your ſalvation; © What 1 /ay unto yor, 
„. /ay unto all, Watch. —He that endureth to 
« the end, the ſame hall be [aved,—Be thou 
« faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
* crown of life. 

We do not find,* (ſays Mr. Weſley, in 
his Plain Account of Chriſtian Perfection) * any 
general ſtate deſcribed in ſcripture, from 
© which a man cannot draw back to fin, If 
there were any ſtate wherein this was im- 
* poſſible, it would be that of thoſe who are 
© /andtified, who are Fathers in Chrift, who 
6 refoice evermore, frey without ceaſing, and in 

every thing give thanks, But it is not impoſ- 
fible for theſe to draw back. They who 
are ſanctified may yet fall and periſh, Heb. 
x. 29. Even Fathers in Chriſt need that 
warning, Love not the world, 1 John ii. 15. 
They who refoice, feray, and give thanks 
« eoithout ceaſing, may nevertheleſs quench the 
« /hirit, 1 Thes. v. 16, &c. Nay, even they 
« who are /ealed unto the day of redem/ution, may 
1 yet grieve the Holy Sfarrit of God, Eph. V. 30. 
Lhe doctrine of the a&/olute perſeverauce 

of the ſaints, is the firlt card which the devil 
played againit man: “ Ye all not ſurely die, 
6 if ye break the law of your perfection.“ 
This fatal card won the game. Mankind 
and paradiſe were loſt, Sve the artful fer- 
pent transforming him/elf into an angel of light 
on 
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EK 
on the pinnacle of the temſle: There he plays 
over frees: his old A againſt the Son of 
God. Out of the Bible he yer the very 


card which had won our fir parents, and 
fwept paradiſe with the beſom of deſtruction. 
Caf thyſelf down, ſays he, for it is written, 
that all things ſhall work together for thy 
good, thy very falls not excepted : He Hall 
give his angels charge concerning thee, and in 
their hands they Rall bear thee uf, left at any 


tirie thou dajh thy foot againſt a ſtone. The 


tempter (thanks be to Chriſt) loſt his game 
at that time; but he did not loſe his card; 
and it is probable that he will play it round 
againſt you all; only with ſome variation, 
Let me mention one among a thouſand. He 


promiſed our Lord that God's angel: ſhould 


bear him uf in their hands, if he threw himfelf 
down; and it is not unlikely that he will pro- 
miſe you greater things ſtill, Nor ſhould þ 
e if he was bold enough to hint, that, 
when you caſt yourſelves down, God Aimfelf 
mall Scar you uf in his HANDS, yeay in his 
ARMS of everlaſting love. O ye men of God,; 
learn wiſdom by the fall of Am! O ye 
a/ointed ſons of the Moſt High, learn watch- 
ſulneſs by the conduct of Chriſt ! If he was 
afraid to tempt the Lord his God, will ye dare 


to do it? If he rejected as poiſon, the hook 
of the ab/olute perſeverance of the ſaints, 
though it was baited with ſcripture, will ye 


tlwallow it down, as if it were Gorey our of the 
rec. 
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rock of ages No; through faith in , the 


feriptures have made you wiſe unto ſalvation, 
You will not only fly with all ſpeed from evil 

but from the very afprearance of evil: And 
vrhen you ſtand on the brink of a temptation, 
far from entering into it, under any pretence 
whatever, you will leap back into the bo- 
ſom of him who ſays, Watch and fray, left ye 
enter into temfitation ; for though the ¶gtirit 75 
willing, the fleſh is weak, * that (evan- 
gelically-ſpeaking) he weakneſs of the fleſh is 
not ſin; but yet the deceirfulne/5 of fin creeps 
in at this door; and by this means not a few 
of God's children, after they had ts 4-4 the 
Follutions of the world, through the ſanctifying 
&nowledge of Chrift, under plauſible pretences, 
have been again entangled therein and over come. 
Let their falls make you cautious, Ye have 
put on the whole armour of God: O keep it 
on, and uſe it with all prayer, that ye may, 
to the laſt, and complete in Chrift, and be 
more than conquerors through him who hath 
loved yoi.. 1 = 7: 

II. Remember that every one who is perfec?, 
Hall be as his maſter. Now if your maſter was 
tempted and aſſaulted 7 the laft ;—if to the laft 
he watched and prayed; uſing all the means of 
grace himſelf, and inforcing the uſe of them 
upon others ;—if 10 the laſi he fought againſt 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil, and did 
not fut of the harneſs till he had put off the 
body: think not yourſelves above him: but 
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Go and do likewiſe, If he did not regain pa- 
radiſe for you, without going through the moſt 
complete renynciation of all the good things 
of this world, and without ſubmitting to the 
ſevere ſtroke of his laſt enemy, death; be con- 
tent to be ferfect as he was; nor fancy that 


your fleſh and blood can inherit the celeſtial 


kingdom of God, when the fleſh and blood 
which Emmanuel himſelf aſſumed from a pure 
virgin, could not inherit it without paſſing 
under the cheryb's flaming ſword: I mean 
without going through the gates of death. 
III. Ye are not complete in wiſdom. 
Perfect love does not imply perfect know- 


ledge : but perfect humility, and perfect 


readineſs to receive inſtruction. Remember 
therefore, that if ever ye ſhew, that ye are 
above being inſtructed by a fiſherman who 
teaches accarding to the divine anointing, ye 
will ſnew that ye are fallen from a perfec- 
tion of humility into a perfection of pride. 
IV. Do not confound angelical, with 


chriſtian perfection. Uninterrufited tranſports 


of praile, and ceaſeleſs raptures of joy, do 
not belong to chriſtian, but ta angelical per- 
fection. Our feeble frame can bear but a 
few drops of that glorious cup. In general 
that new evine is too ſtrong for our d bottles ; 
that power 1s too excellent for our earthen, 
cracked veſſels; but, weak as they are, they 
can bear a fulneſs of meekne/s, of refignation, 
of humility, and of that love, which is willing 

| | to 


(38 ) 

to obey unto death. Tf God indulges-you with 
extaſies, and extraordinary revelations ; be 
thankful for them: But be not exalted above 
meaſure by them : Take care leſt enthuſiaſtic 
deluſions mix themſelves with them: And 
remember, that your chriſtian perfection does 
not ſo much confiſt in Suilding à tabernacle 
upon mount Tabor, to reſt and enjoy rare 
ſights there, as in refolutely taking up the 
croſs, and following Chrift to the palace 
of a proud Caiafhes, to the judgment-hall of 
an unjuſt Pilate, and to the top of an igno- 
minious Calvary. Ye never READ in your 
bibles, Let that glory be upon you, which 
was alſo upon St. Steen, when he looked 1 
feedfaftly into heaven, and ſaid, Behold I ſee the 
heavens ofened, and the fon of man ftanding on 
the right hand of God. But ye have frequently 
read there, Let this mind be in you which was 
alſo in Chrift Feſus, mho made himſelf of no reſiu- 
tation, took uſton him the form of a ſervant, and 
being found in faſhion as a man, humbled him- 
elf, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs. | 
See him on that ignominious gibbet : he 
hangs—abandoned by his friends—ſurround- 
ed by his foes—condemned by the rich—in- 
ſulted by the poor. He hangs ;—a worm, 
and no man—a very ſcorn of men, and the 
out-caſt of the people. All that ſee him, 
laugh him to ſcorn, They ſhoot out their 
lips, and ſhake their heads, ſaying, He 
5 fruſted 
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truſted in God that he would deliver him: 
Let him deliver him, if he will have him. — 
There is none to help him: One of his apoſ- 
tles denies, another ſells him; and the reſt 
run away. Many oxen are come about him : 
—Fat bulls of Baſan eloſe him in on every 
ſide they gape upon him with their mouths, 
as it were a ramping lion: — he is poured 
out like water his heart in the midſt of his 
body is like melting wax :—his ſtrength is 
dried up like a potſherd :—his tongue - 
eth to his gums:—he is going into the duſt of 
death ;—The counſel of the wicked layeth 
fiege againſt him :—His hands and his feet 
are pierced: — You may tell all his bones 
They ſtand ſtaring and looking upon him :— 
They part his garments among them, and 
eaſt lots for the only remains of his property, 
his plain, ſeamleſs. veſture. Both ſuns, the 
viſible and the inviſible, ſeem eclipſed. No 
clearing beam of created light gilds his gloomy 
8 5 8 No ſmile of his heavenly Father 

pports his agonizing foul. No cordial 
(unleſs it be vinegar and gall) revives his 
fnking ſpirits. He has nothing leſt except 
his God, But his God is enough for him. In 
kis God he has all things. And though his, 
foul is /eized with ſorrow even unto hd: yet 


it hangs more firmly upon his God by a naked 


taith, than his lacerated body does on the 
crofs by the clinched nails. The perfection 


of his love ſhines in all its chriſtian. glory. 
le 
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He not only ſorgives his inſulting foes, and 
bloody perſecutors; but in the higheſt point 
of his paſſion he forgets his own wants, and 
thirſts after their eternal happineſs. Toge- 
ther with his blood, he pours out his ſoul for 
them; and excuſing them alt he can, he ſays, 
Father forgive them, for they know not what they 
Ado. O ye adult fons of God, in this glaſs be- 
hold all with chen face the glory of your Re- 
deemer's forgiving, praying love; and, as 
ye behold it, be changed into the ſame image from 
glory to glory, by the w g /hirit of the Lord. 
V. This leſſon is deep: but he may 
teach you one deeper ſtill, By a ſtrong 
ſympathy with him in al! his ſufferings, he 
may call you to know him every way crucified, 
Stern Juſtice thunders from heaven, Awake, 
O. fword, againſt the man who is my fellow / The 
ſword awakes—the ſword goes through his 
ſoul—the flaming ſword is quenched in his 
blood. But is one ne of his perfect faith cut, 
one FIBRE of his perfect reſignation injured 
by the aſtoniſhing blow? No; his God flays 
him, and yet he truſts in kis God. By the nobleſt 
of all ventures, in the moſt dreadful of all 
ſtorms, he meekly bows his head, and ſhelters 
his departing ſoul in the boſom of his Gd. 
& My God! My Gd ſays he, though all thy 
comforts have for/aken me, and all thy ftorms 
and waves go over me, yet into THY hands 1 
commend my ſhirit. For thou wilt not leave my 


foul in hell ; neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy one 
\ | 40 
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to ſee corrufition. Thou wilt Niet me the path of 
life 5 in thy fireſence is fulneſs of joy, and at thy 
right hand (where I ſhall foon SIT) there are 
fleafures for evermore.” What a pattern of 
5 confidence ! O ye Perfect Chriſtians, 
e ambitious to aſcend to thoſe amazing 
heights of Chriſt's perfection: For ever hereunto 
evere ye called : becauſe Chrift alſo ſuffered for 
us; leaving us an example, that ye fhould follow 
his flefes * who knew no fin, who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered he 
threatened not, but COMMITTED HIMSELF 
to him that judgeth rigliteouſiy. If this is your 
high calling on earth, reſt not, O ye Fathers 
in Chriſt, till your patient hope and perfect 
confidence in God, have got their laſt victory 

over your laſt enemy—the king of terrors, 
© The ground of a thouſand miſtakes (fays 
Mr. Weſley) is, the not conſidering deeply, 
(that love is the higheſt gift of God, humble, 
gentle, patient love: that all viſions, revela- 
(tions, manifeſtations whatever, are little 
things compared to love.— It were well 
you ſhould be thoroughly ſenſible of this: 
© The heaven of heavens is love. There is 
* nothing higher in religion: there is, in 
effect, nothing elſe. If you look for any 
* thing but more love, you are looking wide 
* of the mark, you are getting out of the 
© royal way. And when you are aſking 
others, Have you received this or that 
* bleſfing ? if you mean any thing but more 
love, you mean wrong: you are leading 
3 + them 
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them out of the way, and putting thera 
upon a falſe ſcent. Settle it then in your 
heart, that from the moment God has 
ſaved you from all fin, you are to aim at 
nothing but more of that love deſcribed in 
the thirteenth of the Corinthians. You can 
go no higher than this, till you are carried 
into Abraham's boſom.” 

VI. Love is humble. * Be therefore 
clothed with humility, ſays Mr. Welley ; 
Let it not only fill, but cover you all over. 
Let modeſty and felf-diffdence appear in 
all your words and attions. Let all you 
ſpeak and do, ſhew that you are little, and 
baſe, and mean, and vile in your own 
eyes. As one inſtance of this, be always 
ready to own any fault you have been in, 
If you have at any time thought, or ſpoke, 
or ated wrong, be not backward to ac- 
knowledge it. Never dream that this 
will hurt the cauſe of God: no, it will 
further it. Be therefore open and frank, 
when you are taxed with any thing; Let 
it appear juſt as it is; and you will thereby 
© not hinder, but adorn the goſpel.” Why 
ſhould you be more backward in acknow- 
ledging your Failings, than in coufefling that 
ye do not pretend to infallibility ? St. Paul 
was perfect in the love which caſts out ear, 
and therefore he boldly reproved the high 
prieſt: But when he reproved him more 
mortly than the fifth commandment allows, 
he directly confeſſed his miſtake, and ſet his 
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ſeal to the importance of the duty, in which 
he had been inadvertantly wanting. Then 


Paul ſaid, I KNEW NOT, brethren, that he 


was the high firieſts For it is written, thou Halt 


nat [freak evil of the ruler of thy ſiechle. St. John 


was perfect in the courteous, humble love, 


which brings us down at the feet of all. His 
courteſy, his humility, and the dazzling glory, 
which beamed forth from a divine meſſenger 
(whom he apprehended to be. more than a 
creature) betrayed him into a fault contrary 
to that of St. Paul; but far from concealing 
it, he openly confeſſed it, and publiſhed his 
confeſſion for the edification of all the 
churches. When I had heard and ſeen (ſays he) 
1 fell down to wor/hife before the feet of the angel 


who ſhewed me theſe. things. Then. ſaith he unto 


me, See thou do it not, for I am thy fellow ſer- 
vant, Chriſtian Perfection ſhines as much in 
the child-like fimplicity with which the per- 


fect readily acknowledge their faults; as it 


does in the manly ſteadineſs, with which they 
reſt unto blood, flriving againſt fin. | 

VII. If humble love makes us frankly 
confeſs our faults, much more does it incline 
us to own ourſelves /mners—miſcrable ſinners 
before that God, whom we have ſo frequent- 
ly offended. I need not remind you that 
your bodies are dead becauſe of fin. Lou ſee it, 
you feel it, and therefore, ſo long as you 
dwell in a prifon of fieſh and blood, which 
death (the revenger of An) is to pull down; 


ſo long as your final juſtification (as pardoned 
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all eternity therefore, but much more while 


grace, through the redemfition that is in Feſus 
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and ſanctified fmners) has not taken place: 
Yea, ſo long as you break the law of Hara- 
aifracal perfection, under which you were 
originally placed, it is meet, right, and your 
bounden duty to conſider yourſelves as /inzers, 
who, (as tranſgreſſors of the law of innocence 
and the lay of liberty) are guilty of death 
of eternal death. St. Paul did fo after he 
was come to mount Sion, and to the 12 of juſt 
men made ferfect. He ſtill looked upon him- 
ſelf as the chief of fiuners, becauſe he HAD 
BEEN a daring blaſphemer of Chriſt, and 
a fierce perſecutor of his people. Chrif, 
ſays he, came to ſave ſinners, of who I AM 
CHIEF. The reaſon is plain Matter of 
fact is, and will be matter of fa to all 
eternity. According to the doctrines of 
grace and juſtice, and before the throne of 
God's mercy and holineſs, a „inner pardoned 
and /anfified muſt, in the very nature of 
things be conſidered as a fer, for if you 
conſider him as a aint, abſolutely abſtracted 
from the character of a firmer, how can he 
be a pardoned and Janfiifed SINNER? To 


death (the wages of fim) is at your heels, and 
while you are going to appear before the 
he of Chriſt, to receive your 
final ſentence of abſolution or condemnation; 
it will become you to ſay with St. Paul, Ve 
have all ſinned and come ort of the glory of God : 
being juſtified freely (AS SINNERS) by his 
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Chrift—although we are juſtified judicially AS 


BELIEVERS, through faith ;—=AS OBE- 
DIENT BELIEVERS, through the obedi- 
ence of faith; and AS PERFECT CHRIS- 
TIANS, through Chriſtian Perfection. 

VIII. Humble love becomes all things (but 
hn) to all men, although it delights moſt in 
thoſe who are moſt holy. Ye may, and 
ought to ſet your love of peculiar compla- 
cence upon God's deareſt children—upon 
thoſe who, like yourſelves, excel iz virtue, 
becauſe they more ſtrongly reflect the image 
of the God , LOVE, the HOLY one of 1jrael, 
But if ye deſpiſe the weak, and are above 
lending them an helping hand; ye are fallen 
from Chriſtian Perfection, which teaches us 
to bear one another's burdens, eſpecially the 
burdens of the vb .. Imitate therefore the 
tenderneſs and wiſdom of the good Shepherd, 
who carries the /ambs in his boſom, gently. 
leads the ſheep which are wirk young, feeds 
with milk thole who cannot bear ſtrong 
meat, and ſays to his imperfect diſciples, 1 
lave many things to ſay to you, but ye cannot 
bear them now, | 

IX. Where. the loving ſpirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. Keep therefore at the utmoſt 
diſtance from the ſhackles of a narrow, pre- 
judiced, bigoted ſpirit. The moment you 
confine your love to the people who think 
juſt as you do, and your regard to the prea- 
chers who exactly ſuit your taſte, you fall 
from perfection and turn bigots. I en- 
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© treat you, (ſays Mr. Weſley, in his Plain 
Account) beware of bigotry, Let not your 
+ love or beneficence, be confined to Metho- 
« difls (fo called) only: much leſs to that 
© very ſmall part of them, who ſeem to be 
s renewed in love: or to thoſe who believe 
* your's and their report. O make not this 
* your $/ibboteth.'—On the contrary, as ye 
have time and ability, do good to all men. 
Let your benevolence- ſhine upon all: let 
your charity {end its cheriſhing beams to- 
wards all, in proper degrees, So ſhall ye 
be ferfect as your heavenly Father, who maketh 
his ſun to ſhine won all; although he ſends 
the brighteſt and warmeſt beams of his 
favour upon the hou/ehold of faith, and re- 
ſerves his richeſt bounties for thoſe, who, lay 
| out their five talents to the beſt advantage. 
if X. Love, pure love, is ſatisfied with the 
ſuhreme good—with God. Beware then (ſays 
+ the ſame author) of defiring any thing but 
im. Now you deſire nothing elſe. Every 
other defire is driven out: fee that none 
© enter in again. Keep thyſelf hure: Let your 
exe remain ſingle, and your whole body ſhall be 
+ full of light, Admit no deſire of pleaſing 
food, or any other pleaſure of ſenſe: no 
© deſire of pleaſing the eye or the imagina- 
tion: no defire of money, of praiſe, or 
* eſteem; of happineſs in any creature. You 
may bring theſe defires back; but you ace 
not; you may ſeel them no more. O fond 
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© {aft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made 
6 you free, Be patterns to all of denying 
6 yourſelves, and taking up your croſs daily. 
Let them ſee that you make no account of 
© any pleaſure, which does not bring you 
* nearer to God; nor regard any pain which 
does: that you ſimply aim at pleaſing him, 
© whether by doing or /uffering : that the con- 
* ſtant language of your heart, with regard 
© to pleaſure or pain, honour or difhonour, 
© riches or poverty, is, 


6 Als alike to me, fol 
© In my Lord may live and die! 


XI. The % ſoldiers are ſent upon the 
moſt difficult and dangerous expeditions : 
and as you are the heſt ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ye will probably be called to drink 
deepeſt of his cup, and to carry the heavieſt 
burdens. * Expect contradiction and oppo- 
* ſition,” (ſays the judicious divine whom 1 
have juſt quoted) together with croſſes of 
various kinds. Conſider the words of St. 
Paul, To you it is given in the behalf of Chriſt, 
* for his ſake, as a fruit of his death and in- 
* tercefſion for you, not only to believe, but al/s 
to SUFFER for his /ake, Phil. i. 23. It 10 
given! God gives you this oppoſition or 
reproach; it is a freſh token of his love. 
And will you diſown the giver? Or ſpurn 
the gift, and count it a misfortune? Will 
you not rather ſay, Father, the hour is 
F 4 come, 
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* come, that thou ſhouldſt be glorified; 
% Now thou givelt thy child to ſuffer ſome- 
“ thing for thee. Do with me according to 
„ thy will.” —“ Know that theſe things, far 


from being lindrances to the work of God, 


or to your ſoul, unleſs by your own fault, 
+ are not only unavoidable in the courſe of 
6 providence, but profitable, yea, neceſſary 
for you. Therefore receive them from 
God (not from chance) with willingneſs, 
with thankfulneſs. Receive them from 
* men with humility, meckneſs, yieldingneſs, 
« gentleneſs, ſweetneſs,” 

Love can never do, nor ſuffer too muck 
for its divine object. Be then ambitions, 
like St. Paul, to be made perfect in /zferings. 
I have already obſerved that the apoſtle, not 
fatished to be a perfect chriſtian, would alſo 
be a perfect martyr; earneſtly defiring to 
know the fello ꝛuſtiſ: of Chriſt's (utmoſt) /uffer- 
ings, Follow him, as he followed his ſuffer- 
ing, crucified Lord. Your feet are ſhod 
with the preparation of the goſpel of peace, 
run after chem both in the race of obedience, 
tor the crown of martyrdom, if tat crown be 
reſerved for you. And if ye mils the crown 
of thoſe who are martyrs in dee, ye ſhalt 
however receive the reward of thuſe who 
are martyrs in intention the crown of righ- 
teouſnels and angelical perfection. 

XII. But do not fo defire to follow Chriſt 
to the garden of Gert/amane, as to refule fol- 
lowing lum ew to the carpenter's ſhop, if 
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providence s calls you to it. Do not loſe 
the preſent day by idly looking back at ye/* 
terday, or fooliſhly antedating the cares of 
to-morrow : But wilely uſe every hour; ſpend- 
ing them as one who ſtands on the verge of 
time—on the border of eternity, and who 
has his work cut out by a wiſe providence 
from moment to moment. Never therefore 
neglect uſing the two talents you have now, 
and doing the duty which is now incumbent 
upon you. Should you be tempted to it, 
under the plaufible pretence of waiting for 
a greater number cf talents; remember that 
God doubles our talents in the way of 
duty. Therefore, * to continual watchful- 
* neſs and prayer, add continual employ- 
ment,” ſays Mr. Weſley,” for grace flies a 
vacuum as well as nature; the devil fills 
whatever God does not fill * .... As 
by works faith is made fierfect, the compiet- 
ing or deſtroying the work of faith, and 
enjoying the favour or ſuffering the diſ- 
pleaſure of God, greatly depends on every 
$ ſingle act of obedience. If you forget this, 
you will hardly do now whatioever your hand 
findeth to do. Much leſs will you do it with 
all your might for God for eternity. 

XIII. Love is modeſt: it rather inclines to 
baſhfulneſs and ſilence, than to talkative 
forwardneſs. In a multitude of words there 
wanteth not fen: Be therefore lor io ſheak ; nor 
caſt your earls gef thole who cannot dif- 
tinguiſh them from pebbles, Nevertheleſs, 
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when you are ſolemnly called upon, to bear 
teſtimony to the truth, and to fay what great 
things God has done for you; it would be cowar- 
dice, or falſe prudence, not to do it with 
humility. Be then always ready to give an an- 
fever to every man who (properly) aſheth you a rea- 
ſon of the hohe that is in you, with meehneſs (with - 
out fluttering anxiety) and with fear (with a 
reverential awe of God upon your minds) 
1 Pet. iii. 15. The perfect are burning and 
Jhining lights, and our Lord intimates, that, as 
a candle is not lighted to be hut under a bu/hel, but 
| 2 a candleftick, that it may give light to all the 
ouſe : ſo God does not light the candle of 
parton love to hide it in a corner, but to give 
light to all thoſe who are within the reach of 
its brightneſs. Tf diamonds glitter, if ſtars 
ſhine, if flowers diſplay their colours, and 
perfumes diffuſe their fragrance, to the ho- 
nour of the father of lights, and author of 
every good gift: If, without ſelf-ſeeking, 
they diſclofe his glory to the utmoſt of their 
power, why ſhould ye not go, and do likewije ? 
Gold anfwers its moſt valuable end when it 
is brought to light, and made to circulate for 
charitable and pious ufes; and not when it 
lies concealed in a miſer's ſtrong box, or in 
the dark boſom of a mine. But when you 
lay out your ſpiritual gold for proper uſes, 
beware of imitating the vanity of thoſe cox- 
combs, who, as often as they are about to 
pay for a trifle, pull out a handful of gold, 
merely to make a ſhew of their wealth. 
| | XIV. Love 
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" XIV, Love rejoiceth in the (diſplay of an edi- 
fying) vrwh. Fact is fact all the world over. 
If you can ſay to the glory of God, that you 
are alive, and feel very well, when you do lo; 
why could you net allo teſtify to his honour, 
that you live not, but that Chrift liveth in you 
if your really find that this is yonr experi- 
ence? Did not St. John ſay, Our love is made 
herfecit — becauſe as he is, ſo ARE WE in this © 
world? Did not St. Paul write, The righteouſ- 
neſs of the law is fulfilled IN US, who walk not 
after the flejh, but after the ſfiirit ® Did he not 
with the ſame ſimplicity aver, that although 
he had nothing, and was ſorrouful, yet he 69 
fejjed all things, and was always rejoicing. 
Hence it appears, that, with reſpect to 
declaring or concealing what God has done 
for your ſoul, the line of your duty runs 
exactly between the firoud forwardne/s of ſome 
ſtiff phariſees, and the voluntary humility of ſome 
ſtiff myſtics. The former vainly boaſt of more 
than they experience : and, by that means, 
they ſet up the curled idol of The latter 
ungratefully hide the wonderful works of Goa, 
which the primitive Chriſtians te publicly 
in a variety of languages; and by this means, 
they reſuſe to exalt their gracious benefac- 
tor, Crit. The firſt error is undoubtedly 
more odious than the ſecond ; but what need 


is there of leaning to either? Would you 


avoid them both? Let your TEMPERS and 
LIVES alway; declare, that perfect love is 
attainable in this life. And when you have 
| a hoer 
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a firofer call to declare it with your %s and 
fens, do it without forwardneſs, to the glory 
of God; do it with ſimplicity, for the edifi- 
cation of your neighbour; do it with g 
jealouſy, leſt ye ſhould ſhew the treaſures of 
divine grace in your hearts, with the ſame 

_ felf-complacence, with which king MAezet:24 
ſhewed his treafures, and the golden veſſels 
of the temple to the ambaſſadors of the king 
of Babylon, remembermg what a dreadful 
curfe this piece of vanity pulled down upon 
him: And 1/ainh ſaid unto Hezekiah, Hear the 
averd of the Lord. Behold, the days come, that 
all that is in thine houſe hall be carried into Ba- 
bylon : nothing hall be left ſaith the Lord. IF 
God ſo ſeverely puniſhed Hezekiah's pride, 
how properly does St. Peter charge belicvers 
to give WITH FEAR an account of the grace 
ewhich is in them ! and how careful ſhould you 
be to obſerve his important charge! 

XV. It you will keep at the utmoſt diſ- 
tance from the vanity which proved lo fatal 
to good king Hezekiah, follow an excellent 
direction of Mr. Wetley. * When you have 
done any thing for God, or received any 

_ © favour from him, retire, if not into your cbo— 
« /et, into your heart, and lay, * I come, Lord, 
to reſtore to thee what thou haſt given, 
and I freely relinquiſh it, to enter again 
into my own nothingneſs. For what is 

the moſt perfect creature in heaven or 
earth in thy preſence, but a void, capable 
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of being filled with thee and by thee, as 
the air which is void and dark, is capable 

of being filled with the light of the ſun? 
Grant therefore, O Lord, that I may never 
appropriate thy grace to myſelf, any mere 
than the air appropriates to itſelf the light 
of the fun, who withdraws it every day to 
reftore it the next ; there being nothing in 
the air, that either appropriates his light 
or reſiſts it. O give me the ſame. city 
of receiving and reſtoring z&y grace and 
good works! I ſay, thine: for I acknow- 
ledge that the root from which they ſpring, 
is in thee, and not in me.”— The true 
means to be filled anew with the riches of 
grace, is thus to, ſtrip ourſelves of it: with- 
out this, it is extremely difficult not to. 
faint in the practice of good works. And 
therefore, that your works may receive 
their laſt perfection, let them loſe them- 
ſelves in God. This is a kind of death to 


them, reſembling that of our bodies, which 


will not attain their higheſt life, their immor- 
tality, till they loſe themſelves in the glory 
of our fouls, or rather of God, wherewith 
they ſhall be filled. And it is only what 
they had of earthly and mortal, which good 
works loſe by this ſpiritual death.“ 

XVI. Would you lee this deep precept 


put in practice? Conſider St. Paul. Already 
poſſeſſed of Chriſtian Perfection he does 
good works from morning to night: He 
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zvarns every one night and day with tears. He 
carries the goſpel from eaſt to weſt. Where- 
ever he ſtops, he plants a church. at the 
hazard of his life. But inſtead of reſting in 
his preſent perfection, and in the good works 
which ſpring from. it, he grows in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chrift; un- 
vreariedly 74 after, if that he ma 2 
tend that (perfection) for which allo he is 
apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus, —that celeſtial 
perfection, of which he got lively ideas, 
when he was caught il into the third heaven, 
and heard unſſicalable words, which it is not 
Iauful for a man to utter. With what amazing 
ardour does he run his race of Chriſtian 
Perfection for the prize of that higher per- 
fection! How does he forget the works of 
yeſterday, when he lays himſelf out for God 
to-day! Though dead, Je yet ſeater, nor can 
an Addreſs to Perſect Chriſtians be cloſed 
by a more proper ſpeech than his. Brethren, 
ſays he, Be followers of me—1 count not myſelf 
to have 78 (my angelical perfection) 
but THIS ONE THING I DO, forgetting 
thoſe things which are behind (ſettling in none of 
my former experiences, reſting in none of 
my good works) and reaching forth unto theſe 
things which are before, I fire/s toward; the mark 
for the (celeſtial) frize of the high calling of 
God in Chriſt Feſus. Let us therefore, as many 
as are PERFECT), be thus minded: and if in 
eny thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God will reveal 
even 1his unto you, In the mean time you may 
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ſing the following hymn of the Rev. Mr. 


Charles Weſley, which is deſcriptive of the 


deſtruction of corrupt ſelf-will, and expreſ- 
five of the abſolute reſignation which charac- 
teriſes a perfect believer. 
To do, or not to do; to have, 
Or not to have, I leave to Thee: 
To be, or not to be I leave: 
Thy only will be done in me. 
All my requeſts are loſt in one, 
Father, thy only will be done. 


Suffice that ſor the ſeaſon paſt, 
Myſelf in things divine I ſought, 
For comfarts cried with eager haſte, 
And murmur'd that I found them not: 
T leave it now to thee alone, 
Father, thy only will be done. 


Thy gifts I clamour for na more, 
Or ſelfiſhly thy grace require, 
An evil heart to yarniſh o'er; 
| Jeſus the Giver I defire; 
After the fleſh no longer known: 
Father, thy only will be done. 


Welcome alike the crown or croſs; 
Trouble I cannot aſk, nor peace, 
Nor toil, nor reft, nor gain, nor loſs, 
Nor joy, nor grief, nor pain, nor eaſe, 
Nor lite, nor death: but ever groan, 


Father, thy only will be done. 
h This 


« 16868 


This hymn ſuits all the believers who are 
at the bottom of mount Sion, and begin to 
join the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
But when the triumphal chariot of perfect 
love gloriouſly carries you to the top of per- 
ſection's hill;—when you are raiſed far above 
the common heights of the perfect when you 
are almoſt tranſlated into glory like Elijah, 
then you may ling another hymn of the {ſame 
Chriſtian poet. a 


Who in Jeſus confide, 
We are bold to out-ride 
The ſtorms of affliction beneath: 
With the prophet we ſoar 
To that heavenly ſhore, 
And out-fly all the arrows of death. 


By Faith WE ARE COME 
To our PERMANENT HOME; 
By Hope we THE RAPTURE IMPROVE: 
By love WE STILL RISE, 
And LOOK DOWN on the ſkies--- 
For the HEAVEN OF HEAVENS IS LOVE! 


Who on earth can conceive, 
How happy WE LIVE 

In the city of God the great King! 
What a concert of praiſe, | 
When our Jeſus's grace 

The whole heavenly company fing! 


But when you cannot riſe to theſe raptu- 
rous 
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tous heights of perfection, you need not give 

up your ſhield. You may ſtill rank among 
the perfect, if you can heartily join in this 
verſion of Pſa. cxxx1. | 


Lord, thou doſt the grace impart 

Poor IN SPIRIT, MEEK IN HEART, 
I will as my Maſter be 

ROOTED in humility. 


Now, dear Lord, that thee I know, 
Nothing will I ſeek below, 

Aim at nothing great or high 

LOWLY both IN HEART and EYE. 


SIMPLE, TEACHABLE, and MILD, 
Aw'd into a LITTLE CHILD, 

Quiet now without my food, 

Wean'd from ev'ry creature good, 


Hangs my new-born ſoul on thee, 
Kept from all idolatry; 

Nothing wants beneath, above, 
Happy, happy in thy love. 


That your earthen veſſels may be filled 
with this love till they break, and you enjoy 
the divine object of your faith without an 
interpoſing veil of grofs fleſh and blood. is 
the with of one who ſincerely praiſes God 
on your account, and ardently prays, 


* Make 
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« Make up thy jewels, Lord, and ſhew 


«© The glorious, ſpotleſs church below. 


6 The fellowſhip of ſaints make known; | 


6% And oh! my God, might I be one! 


« O might my lot be caſt with 2heſe, 

© The leaſt of Jeſu's witneſſes! 

© O that my Lord would count me meet 
& To wath his dear diſciples feet ! 


& To wait upon his ſaints below! 

6 On goſpel-errands for them go! 

« Enjoy the grace to angels given! 

& And ſerve the royal heirs of heaven!“ 


EVD OF THE EXTRACT, &c, 


vn; 


et 
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10 Friend in Dublin: 


YoRK,-=-1787, 


MY DEAR FRIEND, . 


; OU aſk, „“Do I think there are degrees in ſancti- 


fication?” I certainly do. And © What is the 
loweſt degree thereof? Sanctification begins at juſ- 


tification. In the ſame moment that we are juſtified, 
we are alſo born again, and therefore ſanctified in part. 
* But you mean entire ſanctification. The loweſt 
degree of this, in the very nature of the thing, is, the 
being cleanſed from all inbred-fin : From unbelief, pride, 
anger, peeviſhneſs, murmuring, ſinful ſelſ-love, tooliſh 
| deſires, and undue attachments to perſons and things; 
from all that is contrary to the love of God and our neigh= _ 
bour, to the mind which was alſo in Chrift. Jeſus. For 
whatever remains in us contrary to theſe, is properly fing 
and of conſequence, ſo far we are not ſanctified. We 
may be entirely ſanctified, and yet tempted to fin : For 
* fin and temptation are eſſentially different. Our Lord 
was tempted to. deſpair, preſumption, and apoſtacy ; 
that is, the temptation was offered, the bait was laid 
for him, but he totally rejected it. And he has no 
where promiſed to exempt us from temptation, but only 
| that with the temptation he will make a way for our 
| eſcape, that we may be able to bear it. If when we are 
| tempted (let the temptation. be what it may) we ſted-- 
| faſtly follow our Lord's example, and, like him, reſiſt 
and reject it, we do not fin, but conquer through him 


that hath loved us. On the other hand, if fin in any de- 


| gree remain in our heart, we are not entirely ſanctified: 
Sanctification, in this ſenſe, being nothing leſs than the 


deſtruction of all indwelling ſin. | 
Perhaps you will ſay, If this be the loweſt degree of. 
entire ſanctification, what is the higheſt degree of it? 


I anſwer, Having the ſame mind which was alſo: 
in 


— — — ——_——— _——_ — — * en * 


. 

in Chrift Jeſus: Being filled with all the fulneſs of God: 
Living and dying complete in the will of him who hath 
called us to his kingdom and glory, The bigheſt de. 
gree of ſanctification is prayed for by our Lord in behalf 
of all that believe on him, John xvii. 20---23---26, 
The fruits of it are deſcribed by fim in his ſermon on 
mount, particularly in Matt. v. 44-48. by St. Paul, 
1 Cor. xiti. 4---7. by St. James iii. 17. by St. Peter, 
2 Epiſt. i. 5---9. and by St. John, 1 Epiſt. ii. 3--6--10, 
ili. 2124. iv. 16-—21. I ſhall only here inſert the 
words of St. John, which are, - -Herrby we do-know that 
wwe know him, if awe keeft his commandments. He that 
faith, I know lim, and keefreth not his commandments, is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him, But whoſo keefteth his 
word, in him verily is the love of God frerfefted: hereby 
ano to we that we are in him. He that ſuith, he abideth-in 
Aim, ought himfelf alſo ſo to walk, even as he walked, He 
that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is 
none occaſion of flumbling in him. Beloved, if our heart 
condemn us not, then have we confidence towards God; and 
whatſoever we aſk we receive of him, becauſe we tec his 
commandments, and do thoſe things that are pieafing in his 
fight : And this is his commandment, that we fhonld believe 
on the name of his Son Feſus Chrift, and love one another, as 
he gave us commandment. And he that keefteth his com- 
mandment dauelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby 
wwe know that he abideth in us, by the Shirit which he hath 
given us. We have known and believed the love that God 
fath to us. God is love; and he that diuelleth in love 
dxwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made 
ferfect, that we may have boldneſs in the day of judgment : 
becauſe as he tis, fo are we in this world, There is no fear 
in love; but herfect love cafteth out fear: becauſe fear hath 
torment, He that feareth is not made fterfe& in love. We 
love him, becauſe he fir loved us. Fa man fay, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not 
his brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God whom 
nc hath not ſeen ? And this commandment have we from 
him, that he who loveth God, louet h; his brother alſo.— He 

who bears theſe fruits is a father in Chriſt. | 
St. Paul had attained the very ſummit of Chriftian 
Perfect.on, not only as it reſpects receiving, but alſo 
doing . 
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ner) | 
doing, and ſuffering the will of God, wherhe teſtified,. 
Jam now ready to be offered, and the time of my deharture 
is at hand. r have fought a good. fight, I have finiſhed. 
my courſe, I have bent the faith, Henceforth there is laid 
uft for me a. crown of righteouſneſs Thich the Lord the 
righteous judge ſiall give me at that day, 2 Tim. iv. 6--8, 


It.any aik how he attained to all this? he tells them, 


Phil. iii. 13, 14. This one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things 
which are behind, and reaching / rth unto thoſe which are 
before, I fireſs towards the mark, for the firize of the high 
calling of God in Chriſt Feſus. | S 
Perhaps ſome may think I place the mark too high; 
but I hope it is no higher than the ſoriptures place it, 
and I dare not fix it any lower. But may it not diſcou- 
rage ſome from ſeeking after it? It may, but it need not; 
there being no juſt cauſe why it ſhould : For the Lord is 
as able to bring all his faithful children to the greateſt 
depths and heights of holineſs, as he was to bring the 
children of Iſrael into the promiſed land. He can as 
eaſily remove and caſt down whatſoever oppoſes them, 
as he divided Jordan, and overthrew the walls of Jere- 
cho. And whoever, like Caleb and Jeſtua, follow him. 
fully, ſhall be brought into the wealthy place. They 
ſhall be redeemed from all iniquity, and filled with all 
the fulneſs of God. All diſcouragement vaniſhes When 
we conſider, 1ſt. This great ſalvation is all from the 
Lord, with whom all things are poſſible. He ſpeaks. 
and it is done; he commands, and it ſtands fat. He 
ſays, © 1 will, be tho clean; and immediately the 
leproſy of fin departs ;-=-©* Behold, I make all things 
new /** and lo! a new creation of light, life, love, holi- 
neſs, and happineſs ariſes in the heart, where only 
Chriſt is heard to ſpeak, where Jeſus reigns alone.“ 
adly. That it is all received by faith. The pemitent 
and obedient believer ſees the word, the promiſe, the 
oath of him who cannot lie; firmly (as well he may) be- 
lieves the truth thereof; ſtedfaſtly and in the full confi- 
dence of hope, looks to the from! ſe- mating and frromiſe-- 
fulfilling God, being fully perſuaded,that what he has pro- 
miſed he is both able and willing 7294 to perform : And 
according to his faith it is done unto him. By believing. 


with his whole heart unto righteouſneſs, he ſets ar 
| e 
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em) 
21 that God is true, and God ſeals him with the Holy 
Ghoſt ſent down from heaven, thereby ſtamping his 
whole image upon his ſoul. Thus, 


« Faith, mighty faith, the-fromiſe ſees, 
« And looks to that alone; 

« Laughs at imfoſſibilittes, - 
« And cries, it Hall be done. 


Mean-time, we have infinite need to let whatever 
grace we have received, be ſeen in us, more by its own 
fraits, than by our talk concerning it. The bleſſed Jeſus 
is our pattern, Let us ſtudy his holy liſe day and 
night, and ſeek, in all things, a perfect conformity 
to him, who, though he was equal wich God, was con- 
tent to beas a worm and no man made himſelf of no rehu- 
tation too ufon him the form of: a+ſervant, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the crofs. He is 
the moſt herfect᷑ chriſtian, who is moſt like his humble, 
Patient, loving, and obedient - Lord and Saviour, I 
think ſome perſons among us have been hart, by being 
ſet up, and extolled for their great attainments in reli- 
gion. Chriſt is the Lily of the vallies. He dwells in 
humble hearts. It is good to lie low, and leave it to the 
Lord either to exalt or depreſs us, as he ſhall ſee beſt. 
I do not write thus, becauſe.I think my friend in parti- 
cular danger ſrom that quarter: by no means. But 
humility is a leſſon which we have all need to be daily 
learning; and J write to her juſt as I think for myſeli. 
J am ſure you agree with me, in beheving, that the late 
Mr. Fletcher was the holieſt perſon you ever ſaw ; the 
perſon, who above all others, excelled moſt in every 
grace, and yet he made no account-of himſelf in any 
thing. He was indeed clothed with humility, That we. 
may be wt tn of him, -as he was of Chriſt, is the 
prayer We UTI. 
*L \ Your ſincere Friend, 
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